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restraints to be exempted from value added
tax was turned down in 1994 on the grounds
that restraints remain classified as 'nonessential' items. As my old music teacher used
to say: 'There is still so much good work to be
done ...'
DAVID BASS
Acting Director, CAPFSA,
Department of Paediatric Surgery,
Red Cross Children's Hospital,
Rondebosch 7700,
South Africa

The Child Accident Prevention Foundation of Southern Africa (CAPFSA)

Newsletterfrom Cape Town (December 1995)
It has been 35 years since South Africa
severed all political and traditional ties with
the British Crown but some traditions die
harder than others. This past year, South
Africans of all ages collectively shelled out
over R2 million (about £350000) on
fireworks and celebrated Guy Fawkes night
with gusto such as I doubt can ever be
witnessed even in the United Kingdom. And,
as happens every year, the Anti-Guy Fawkes
lobby came out in force via the printed media
only days later calling for the private use of
fireworks to be banned once and for all. The
main rationale for such appeals are
environmental pollution and danger and distress to animals. Of course there is also the
little matter of danger to children for we do
see a small number of burn injuries resulting
from carelessness every time November 5th
rolls around. Not what one would call an
'epidemic', certainly not compared with the
number of burns from other causes, drowning, or road traffic injuries. This year, it seems
that Guy Fawkes may indeed be laid to rest on
the southern tip of Africa; few will miss him. I
only wish we could so easily eradicate other
hazards from our society.
Speaking of road traffic injuries, the summer school holidays officially began two days
ago and the national road death toll already
stands at 75. South Africa (the Western Cape
in particular) is expecting a bumper tourist
season between now and February and I
suspect it will be a bumper season for road
traffic trauma as well. The unfortunate combination of excellent freeway systems, plentiful alcohol, an unmotivated police service,
and high dependency on private transport,
makes the average South African driver a
dangerous person while the passenger and
pedestrian simply take their chances. The
influence of alcohol consumption on trauma
mortality has been emphasised in a technical
report recently published by the Medical
Research Council (SA).* Results reveal that
over one half of deaths of pedestrians and
passengers, 56% of homicides, 62% of fire
fatalities, and 31% of drownings were alcohol
related.
As is the case every festive season, the
Department of Transport has launched a
massive media campaign urging safe
behaviour on the country's roads. Another
(pale) ray of hope comes in the form of long
overdue legislation governing the use of
passenger restraints which becomes official
on 1 January 1996: More than 10 years after
CAPFSA together with other non-governmental organisations submitted convincing
arguments in favour of child restraints,
drivers will now be obliged to ensure that
children aged 3-14 years are restrained in
both the front and back seats provided the
vehicle is fitted with restraints of some kind.
In other words, vehicles without fitted
restraints are exempt from the law. Admittedly it would be pointless making standardised child restraints compulsory in every
vehicle while the cost of such devices remains
unaffordable to most people. However, a
CAPFSA-led petition to the Ministries of
Finance and Transport calling for car

*Medical Research Council Community Health
Research Group. A profile of violence and injury
mortality in the Cape Town Metropole. MRC (SA),
1995.

Malaysia
Rajan Krishnan has sent a newspaper report
(New Straits Times 8 March 1995) describing
a pilot project to encourage the use of cycling
helmets. Rajan notes: this is probably the first
concerted, coordinated effort in Asia.
Though helmeted bicyclists can be seen
sporadically in 1994 there were more than 235
fatalities and police data showed that about
40% had head injuries while 50% had multiple injuries (probably including the head).
The project won an award from the Academy
of Medicine of Malaysia.

Child Safe Wales-Diogelu Plant Cymru
Two years ago 70 people interested in injury
prevention for children met to try and form an
all Wales' organisation. They agreed to call
the new organisation Child Safe Wales: a title
that was already in existence for road safety
organisations. Two years on we now have
charitable status and have become an established organisation. All the governmental
bodies concerned with safety are based at the
Welsh Office in Cardiff so it is important to
have a separate organisation to represent the
interests of children. We have good links with
safety organisations in England, Scotland and
Ireland as well as, of course, with colleagues
in Europe. Child Safe Wales-Diogelu Plant
Cymru is a bilingual organisation with Welsh
and English having equal status. We are
closely associated with academic work
throughout Wales and with CAPIC: the Collaboration for Accident Prevention and
Injury Control led by Professor Stephen
Palmer. Child Safe Wales is at present working on:
* An information telephone line: Safety
Line Cymru.
* A network of safe community projects
for children.
* Safe alliance work on playground

injuries.
* Work on preventing fractures in children.
* Preventing bath scalds.
Further information: Steve Baker, Child Safe
Wales 1-3 Ty Glas Road, Llanishen, Cardiff,
Wales UK CF4 5EB (Jo Sibert chair).

sidered rude to put headlights on at night, no
one does. Not surprisingly, therefore, cars are
not very visible. The only time one is allowed
to put on headlights is when one is approaching another car. This quick flashing
indicates the presence of another car but may
have other effects, as well.
Hardly anyone obeys one way signs. Consequently, if you're traveling on a one way
street, don't be alarmed if cars approach you
from the opposite direction and don't honk
your horn, because that's also considered
rude. But feel free to honk for almost any
other situation; under those circumstances, it
is entirely acceptable.
Finally, most streets have 2-3 lanes of
traffic, but these are not adhered to either.
Cars cram in closely to one another to form
5-6 narrow lanes. This makes crossing the
street extremely hazardous for pedestrians;
despite this, they don't seem to take much
notice. Many Egyptians feel that if it is God's
will for them to die that day, so be it.
Therefore, drivers have to be cautious when
they approach intersections because pedestrians are not carefully scanning the traffic as
they would in other countries.
All this makes driving in Egypt a harrowing
experience. But does it lead to more motor
vehicle crashes? This is likely but unknown
because Egypt does not have a collision
database. More research is needed to determine whether crashes are actually higher in
Egypt as a result of this amazing lack of
compliance with customary traffic rules.
MALAK SIDKY

SAFE KIDS Canada
180 Dundas Street W,
Suite 1300, Toronto,

Ontario MSG 1Z8,
Canada

MORE NEWS
AND NOTES
Hit by a train - and survives!
A 20 year old bicyclist (who, not incidentally,
admitted to having drunk two beers) was hit
by a train and dragged more than 40 feet
before being released. He attributed the
occurrence to faulty brakes on his bike. It
seems other factors may have been at work (G
Roy, journal de Montreal, 18 August 1995).
Another adolescent boy was not so fortunate. He had just avoided a train coming in
one direction when he was struck and killed
by another coming from the opposite direction. The story fails to provide any explanation why the section of tracks he crossed was
unprotected (G Baker, The Gazette, 25
October 1995).

Egypt's traffic situation is out of control

Inflated insurance claims

A recent visit to Egypt reaffirmed my belief
that Egyptians are extraordinary risk takers.
Rarely do drivers stop for red lights, much
less stop signs. As a matter of fact, stopping at
a red light is considered dangerous because it
is so unexpected! Policemen sometimes stand
in the middle of an intersection to get cars to
stop, but occasionally this doesn't work and
every year policemen are injured being run
over by cars.
Driving at night in Egypt is truly a bizarre
activity. Because, by tradition, it is con-

A study reported by the Wall Street Journal
(MA Jacobs, 6 April 1995) concludes that in
the US 35% to 42% of all crash related
medical claims are questionable - implying
that 'most state legal systems encourage car
accident victims to inflate ... medical costs to
boost their insurance compensation'.
(Editor's note: ifthis is true, it is a good reason
to be cautious about using insurance data as a
proxy for injury costs. On the other hand, if
these amounts are actually paid, maybe these
data simply reflect another side of reality.)
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Rescuing drowning victims

a

habit

Pool

owner

responds to drownings

After two brothers, ages 4 and 5, drowned in a
pool that they entered by climbing a neighbour's fence, the owner of the pool said he
planned to fill the pool in. Unlike many
others, this state's law requires pool owners to
have a fence and a secured gate, and in this
case the owner was fully compliant. The local
building commissioner said, however, 'You
have to act responsibly. Just by virtue of them
being children, they are unaware of the conditions' (Patriot Ledger, 22 April 1995).
Another

response to a

drowning

The mother of a 7 year old who drowned in a
campground swimming pool has spent the
last four years trying to persuade state legislators to pass a law requiring that certified
lifeguards be posted at all such pools (Patriot
Ledger, 26 April 1995).
Fire kills two children
An article describing the tragic death of two
children in a house fire in Scituate, Massachusetts, is unusual in that the reporter took
the trouble to comment on the probable cause
(electrical) and noted that there were no
smoke alarms in the house (or if there were
they had been melted by the intense heat)
(Patriot Ledger, 5 April 1995).
Canada boasts

and not about hockey!

The Minister of Transport told an international convention of road experts that
'Canada now has one of the highest rates of
seatbelt use in the world
920,,'. He added
that it is estimated that seatbelt legislation has
a
saved 700 lives over the past five years
decrease of 40°,, in lives lost over a 25 year
period during which the number of drivers
doubled. The minister also credited a 1000
drop in daylight collisions to the requirement
for daytime running lights on all new Canadian
cars since 1990 (M King, The Gazette).
Dutch encouraged to leave cars for bikes
an effort to persuade more Netherlanders
cycle to work, and thus clear clogged roads
and improve the environment, a new tax is to
be launched so that employers who provide
bikes for their staff 'will be able to deduct
from pre-tax profits the cost of the purchase,
and that of special cycling clothes and repairs'
(The Guardian).

In

to

Child crushed by falling furniture
year old girl was crushed to death by a
toppling piece of furniture. She was playing
in the basement and it appears that she and
her siblings were climbing onto the ledge of a
heavy bar that tipped, trapping her beneath it.
A babysitter was present, but evidently not as
attentive as she should have been. Ironically,
the home was described by the chief of police
as being very 'securitaire' (child proof) (Journal de Montreal, 8 August 1995).

Playground safety
Following a study by Health Department
researchers about playground safety, parents
in one neighbourhood began petitioning city
hall for changes. After a year of such pressure
the city approved $100 000 to install new
equipment, replace dangerous surfaces, etc.
A city councillor stated, 'I've been speaking
to city employees to go over what the parents
mentioned to me and I'm going to put on all
the pressure in the world to get their complaints dealt with right away' (M Beaudin The
Gazette, 20 July 1995). (Editor's note: the
point of this story is that this kind of community action does work.)
The report of the research, based on an
examination of 254 playgrounds after voluntary standards for play equipment were published, showed that most had one or more
items that failed to meet the standards.
Nevertheless, rather than emphasising the
need to enforce standards, the story concludes, 'Experts agree, though, that parents
need to supervise playgrounds, especially
with tots' and needless to say the manufacturer's agree, 'children learn very quickly
through parental supervision at an early age'
(M Orton, Canadian Press, 25 October 1995).
(Editor's note: that this is how they learn is
news to me.)

Day care safety
After the drowning death of a 17 month old
girl in an above ground pool at an unregistered day care home in Rochester, New
York, the state responded by shutting down
the center. The news report notes that in the
preceding 18 months four children died in
family day care homes in New York state and
three died in registered homes. State law
requires that day care license applicants must
attest that safety precautions are in place in
their homes. The question that remains is the
number and quality of inspections and
enforcement. (In Monroe County, New York
only 20"%, of the approximately 1000 homes
are randomly inspected each year.) Interestingly, the article included a home safety
checklist that makes reference to protective
barriers for swimming pools but the police
chief 'would not comment on whether
anything was in place to restrict the children
for reaching the pool' (M Wentzel, Democrat
and Chronicle, 20 October 1995).

Crossing guards (aka 'lollipop ladies')
In a budget reduction measure the city of
Montreal announced it would reduce the
number of school crossing guards. The Montreal Island School Council (MISC), using
data from an analysis of traffic accidents
between 1990 and 1994 and a map speckled
with coloured stickers indicating school crossings, the site of traffic accidents, and stickers
showing where the city planned to remove the
guards, has urged the city to abandon its plan.
In its presentation, the MISC noted that 'a
local child is the victim of a traffic accident
each day of the school year' (J Mennie, The
Gazette).

A 3

In-line skater killed
An 8 year old roller blader was killed when he
suddenly swerved into the path of a following
car. The absence of suitable paths for these
skaters, and the general tendency of drivers to
assume that children will not do the unpredictable, both seem to have been factors in
this tragedy. Quebec road safety law makes it

clear that roads belong exclusively to
motorists (Journal de Montreal, 24 August
1995).
A 'pure accident'?
When a 12 year old boy was killed by a cement
truck, the police described it as 'a pure
accident' because the driver, who was not
charged, 'never saw the boy'. This interesting
conclusion is based on the description of the
event given by the driver in the car behind the
truck (The Gazette, 18 October 1995).

Unsafe helmets and BB guns (air rifles)
Only 140o of US child bicyclists and 8", of
in-line skaters or skateboarders routinely use
helmets, a survey conducted by Prevention
magazine in conjunction with Consumer
Product Safety Commission, reports. Additionally, among children 10 to 17, 530) sometimes used a BB gun. On a more positive note,
however, the survey also revealed that new
toy safety labels that give clear warnings of
choking hazards, for example, deterred 39".
of parents from purchasing that toy. 'The
labels are mandatory on all toys and games
with small parts manufactured in or imported
into the United States. They are intended to
protect children between 3 and 6 from things
that can lodge in the throat' (C Lason, New
York Times, 30 November 1995).

Dangerous truck drivers
Following the death of two adults, it was
revealed that the driver of the truck that killed
them had a long record of driving violations,
including prison time for driving with a
suspended license. Amazingly, however,
under Quebec law, the transport company
that employed him was not notified that he
had lost his license to drive. This is considered a private matter and that the onus
rests with the employer to discover any such
violations. (This is in complete contrast to the
policy in Ontario.) The report also notes that
the truck was overloaded and elsewhere states
that this is a common problem. In a follow up
story, a group representing 600 trucking
companies urged the government to publish
lists of drivers whose licenses had been
suspended or revoked. Unfortunately, the
head of the Societe de l'Assurance
Automobile du Quebec, insists that doing so
would be illegal. He added, 'It would take
many, many, many police officers to stop
everyone. Unfortunately, there'll always be
accidents' (E Cherney, The Gazette).
Bunk bed warning issued
Ottawa - Health Canada says certain
wooden bunk beds can be hazardous for
young children and may require retrofitting
to make them safer. Health officials say beds
with openings larger than nine centimetres in
the head and foot boards of the upper bunk or
between the lower edge of the guardrail and
the bed frame are dangerous. Consumers are
advised to stop using such beds and contact
the retailer or distributor to get them fixed.
Guidelines for bunk beds in the US are
voluntary.
There have been nine reported deaths in
Canada since 1985 involving children under 6
years of age using the upper bunk. In addition
there are an estimated 100 injuries per year
involving bunk beds. The majority have
involved the 2-5 year age group while most
deaths involve children under 1 year of age. It
is recommended that children less than 6 years
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A 7 year old boy rescued his 3 year old brother
when he fell off his tricycle into the family
pool. Interesting, but not really news. What
makes it so is that the same boy rescued his
cousin some years previously in a similar
incident (Patriot Ledger, 5 April 1995).
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Speed is part of the problem
A paramedic writes: 'Interestingly, many
people who are advocates of driving faster use
the example of uncontrolled speed on the
autobahns in Germany to support their argument. I have attended a number of aeromedical conferences at which I've heard of
the 40 + Medevac helicopters that service the
ill and injured in Germany. A very high
percentage of helicopter calls are to the
autobahns. The number of helicopters alone
suggests to me that the number of motor
vehicle collision injuries and deaths is high.
Compare the number of Medevac helicopters
in Germany to the one in southern Ontario
and you have an interesting perspective. Does
anyone know what the collision, injury and
mortality figures are in Germany? Is the
argument a valid one? If not, let's dispel the
myth and lay it to rest' (Rob Theriault,
critical care flight paramedic) (CCSN BBS).
Trampoline tips
Trampolines have the potential to cause
serious injuries. A combination of skilled
instruction, adequate supervision, proper
clothing, and the use of a safety harness can
help to reduce injuries, although they still
occur even when all the safety precautions
have been followed. Parents must be aware of
these facts:
* Manoeuvers such as somersaults have a
high potential to cause serious injuries.
They should only be attempted under the
training and supervision of a skilled instructor.
* Trampolines must be secured when not in
use and must be well maintained.
* Collisions can result in injury if more than
one person is on the trampoline. Enforce
the rule that there should only be one
person at a time on the trampoline.
* You can be held liable for injuries sustained by other children using your trampoline.
There is a reportedly good section on trampoline safety in Kids for Keeps - Preventing
Injuries to Children (Lesperance, 1995)

(CCSN BBS).
Violence and teenagers
Deadly consequences by Prothrow-Stith and
Weissman, published by Harper, describes
the epidemic of violence in American society
and the many factors that contribute to it.
One message in particular affected me. I have
always been a big fan of 'action' movies,
however, after reading the part that deals with
the disinhibiting effect of gratuitous violence
in film I have had much to reflect on. I have
since become philosophically opposed to the
Die Hard type films that fill our theatres. I
guess this message is the expression of my
small crusade to persuade others to try to
better understand the impact of what we feed
our children (from an unknown contributor
to CCSN BBS).

Falling a major cause of death
An interview with Anne Williams of BC
Children's Hospital calls attention to falls.
'Falling is a major cause of death and injuries
in children from 1 to 5. They fall off diaper

changing tables when someone leaves them
alone to get the phone. They can even fall off
kitchen counters and tables while strapped
into car seats'. Ms Williams adds: 'All the
safety devices on the market won't help a
child who lacks supervision. All locks do is
lengthen the amount of time that it takes a kid
to get into something'. She then offers the
following safety tips (and several others
unrelated to falls): first, let the phone ring if
you're changing a baby; second, don't leave
babies in car seats or carriers on counters or
tables. They can wiggle off (M Janicker,
Canadian Press, Toronto Star, 15 August
1995). (Editor's note: I disagree about the
importance of safety devices but do agree that
supervision is needed. The question is how to
strike a reasonable and feasible balance. No
pun intended.)
Teenage drivers: an unsolved problem
Two recent crashes, both involving
teenagers, and both near Montreal, have once
again prompted discussion of tougher rules
for new drivers. In one case three students
ages 19, 20, and 21, on their way to morning
classes, hit another car when their driver lost
control. The driver of the second car died.
Safety experts were unable to determine if it
was water on the road, excessive speed, or
momentary inattention that led to the loss of
control.
Two weeks earlier four teenagers died in a
head-on collision when their VW Golf hit a
tractor trailer, and in this instance, speed
seemed to be a factor.
The Transport Minister intends to table a
bill that would slow down the licensing process for young drivers so that a learner's
permit will be extended from a minimum of
three to 12 months. There will also be probationary rules for young drivers so that licenses
will be suspended for three months if the
driver accrues four demerit points in a year
rather than the customary 10. Licenses will
also be suspended for those under 25 if
driving with a blood alcohol concentration
above 0-08mg/litre. Driver's education
requirements will be dropped, but those
taking such courses may be permitted to do
their licensing test after eight months rather
than the full year . .. a move that flies in the
face of evidence from the US. In the last two
years six other teenage drivers were killed on
Quebec roads.

Volkswagen Canada Inc's controversial
ads
It may be entirely coincidental that one of the
deaths described above was in a VW Golf.
Volkswagen has been criticized for ads promoting the Golf GTI as encouraging young
drivers to speed. The TV ads feature the
slogan 'Tass-toi, mon oncle', which loosely
translated means 'Move over, old man'. The
CAA and the government automobile insurance board (RAAQ) complained that the ads
promote dangerous driving. VW's response
was to replace it with 'Ba-Bye, mon oncle'.
Whether directly responsible or not, it seems
the ads are targeted at impressionable teens a group at risk because of their love of
speeding. The father of the 16 year old driver
stated his son had seen one of the TV spots.

Crushed by a farm machine
A 10 year old boy was crushed to death when
he fell into a machine used to chop and
distribute feed to cattle. The news report
makes no report of any safety measures

associated with this, obviously dangerous,
machine.
Trampled to death
Another report, from the Boston Globe (18
July 1995) describes the death of a 4 year old
who was trampled to death on his farm.
Work related injuries
A set of selected references on injuries to
working children and adolescents is available
from Susan Pollack, MD, Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Preventive Medicine,
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY,
USA.
Flame retardant fabric
The Parenting Conference (on the Info Highway) hosted a discussion last year that, regrettably, is likely still to be topical for many. It
concerns the ignorance of some fabric store
staff (analogous, perhaps, to that of some
sports store personnel regarding bike helmets
described in this issue) about flame retardant
material. One view is that the fabric industry
is excessively regulated and that 'it is now
difficult to purchase fabrics that are not flame
retardant'. (Although I - the editor hardly see this as a problem, the author of this
response to the question ... where can I find
such material, or how can I be sure it is
. makes an excellent
flame-retardant?
suggestion: take samples and ignite them and
see which burns the slowest.) She adds that
"none of this fabric stuff has much to do with
keeping the baby and his/her bedding well
away from sources of sparks, flame, hot light
bulbs, and electric baseboards'. Finally, on a
very disquieting note, she concludes: 'Do
bear in mind that the bulk of fire related
casualties result not from burning but from
asphyxiation or inhalation of poisonous products of combustion, which many "flameretardant" fabrics generate in excess of their
untreated counterparts'. (Editor's note: is this
true? If so, what should be done?)

Banned balloons
Last year the Hospital for Sick Children in
Toronto banned latex balloons because they
are the leading cause of toys resulting in
choking deaths. Fragments may be aspirated
when the balloon bursts or is chewed and
latex sticks in the throat. Other hospitals have
taken the same sensible step.

Dangerous car seats?
Consumer Reports has expressed concern
about a popular car seat - the Century 590which accounted for nearly one half of all
infant car seat sales in the US last year.
Despite the concern and request for recall,
Century refuses because they disagree with
the Consumer Reports test results.
Two other models were recalled in 1995:
Evenflo 'On My Way', where the problem is
related to its use without the convenience
base provided, and Kolcraft Traveler 700,
Model 150-209, which appears to have a
faulty tether strap.
Is this a dubious record?
In 1994, 42 672 Quebec motorists of all ages
were found guilty of driving when their
licenses had been suspended. The penalties
for doing so, from $300 to $600, plus an
extension of the suspension, are either not
sufficiently harsh or not adequately enforced.
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old not sleep on the top bunk. Ideally, a bunk
bed should not be used until the youngest
child in the family is 6 years old (CCSN BBS,
Canadian Press, Globe and Mail, 19 July
1995).
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OTHER
REPORTS
Hazard (Edition 19, June 1994) is a publication of the Victorian Injury Surveillance
System and Monash University Accident
Research Centre. This issues focuses on
injuries among older people, but most include
something of interest and value for our
readers.
Inroads is a quarterly bulletin published by
the Association for the Advancement of
Automotive Medicine. The summer 1995
issue includes an item suggesting that rear
end crash reductions in cars using center
brake lights, although fewer, are much less
than predicted from earlier studies - about
5°,, Nevertheless, these brakelights have
been required by law since 1985.
The Prevention of Sports Injuries has
been published by the Norwegian Safety
Forum. It is a report based on a seminar held
in November 1994. The summary, conclusion, and recommendations are in English.
Suggestions for further action include better
training on prevention for sports federations
and coaching staff, and studies to determine
whether sports injuries can be prevented by
better equipment, facilities, or changes in
rules. Contact K Tanbark Lag, Special Coordinator for Children's Safety Issues,
Norwegian Safety Forum, PO Box 2473 Sole,
N-0202 Oslo, Norway.

Children's Safety Network Rural Injury
Prevention Resource Center
This center is a program of the National Farm
Medicine Center, a division of Marshfield
Clinic. It provides technical assistance, has a
resource and referral center for educational
materials, provides training for program
leaders, compiles statistics, considers public
policy initiatives, and develops new educational resources. For more information:
National Farm Medicine Center, 1000 North
Oak Ave, Marshfield, WI 54449 or Internet

nikolaic@dgabby.mfldclin.edu.
Campaign Update (National SAFE KIDS
Campaign, US, Vol 8, No 4) describes the
birth of a new coalition in Wyoming, that is a
milestone in the campaign's history because it
means that its national coverage is now complete. The report also includes a summary of
the success of this year's National SAFE
KIDS Week 'tops all records' with more than
20 million family safety checks. An interesting strategy being tried is to link visits for
booster shots with education on proper
booster seat use. One page is devoted to
public policy progress, describing attempts to
save the National Centers for Injury Prevention and Control from budget cuts (or possible
elimination); similar efforts on behalf of Consumer Product Safety Commission; the possible repeal of 55 mph speed limits on urban

highways and mandatory seat belt and motorcycle helmet use. (Editor's note: it is also of
interest, to me at least, that this organization
has consistently succeeded in getting high
profile persons in prominent positions; Vice
President A Gore and his wife are honorary
chairs.)

Injury Control Bulletin (Injury Preven-

tion Research Centre, Department of Community Health, University of Auckland,
Private Bag 92019, Auckland, NZ). Of special
interest in this, the spring 1995 issue, is a
report on a trampoline study carried out by
children at a primary school (West Gore) by
the students themselves to counter what they

believed to be inaccurate information about
these injuries. Their final report, sent to
David Chalmers, is reproduced below, and
concludes that 'most of us soon changed our
minds' after examining the results. (Would
that it were always that easy!) There is also a
description of plans to add 19 000 speed
camera hours (a 3500 increase) and a variety
of other measures to ensure that the downward trend in deaths on NZ roads continues.
Other items focus on firearms; rugby injuries;
intentional injuries; and the perpetual problem of drowning.

West Gore School
Kitchener Street, Gore
Pear Pr Chalmers,
Most of our clase &isagreecl with a
Southland Times article (31.1-95) about
trampoline injuries. We then did our own
study, and most of us soon changed
our

mindsl

3 of us still disagreed....but this was because
they believed they would get bored if the

trampolines were supervised.
Here is the information we gathered:
20 people in our class have trampolines
30 children have used a trampoline (all of us)
24 have been injured......
12 fell off
17 hit the edge
1 went to hospital
1 went to the doctor
Injuries: Facial; 4
Head 5
Neck : 1
hack 3

5cratches/cuts: 6
Leg/foot bruised: 6

Ankle sprain : 2

1s your study interesting too ? Please write

back to let us know what you find out.

Yours

sincerely,
Room 13

IPRC News (The University of North
Carolina Injury Prevention Research Center)
(Vol 7, No 3; Fall, 1995). Of special interest
for readers is an encouraging description of
projects addressing youth violence (SAGE supporting adolescents with guidance and
employment). The positive note arises from
focus groups discussions and telephone interviews with parents of the first 130 youths who
entered the program in 1993. A more diffuse,
similarly conceived, and highly regarded program - RAMP (reaching adolescent,
parents, and peers), with a focus on very
broadly defined risk taking - was 'one of the
most highly rated of 70 proposals screened by
NHI's minority health program initiative and
will receive $900 000 a year funding. Finally,
the issue includes a description of a manual
(Safe Babies and Effective Parents) that
teaches ways to make injury prevention an
integral part of home visiting programs.

EMSC News (Emergency Medical Services
for Children Newsletter, Vol 8, No 3, Fall,
1993) includes a report on a new booklet
issued by the Children's Safety Network,
Protecting Working Teens: A Public Health
Resource Guide. For more information: Chris
Mara, Children's Safety Network, 55 Chapel
Street, Newton, MA 02158, USA.

Australian Injury Prevention Bulletin is
a product of the National Injury Surveillance
Unit (NISU) which is supported by the
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare.
In the August 1995 issue James Harrison and
John Dolinis summarize injury mortality

statistics for 1993 and in so doing provide a
superb example of the value of surveillance
data (although in this instance the data are
vital statistics, not surveillance, per se). They
note that 1993 had the lowest injury death
rate on record but that drowning remains
concentrated in early childhood just as transport accounts for a large proportion of injury
deaths in adolescence. Have a good look at
this report if you want to see how, in my
opinion, these data can be displayed to their
best advantage (John Dolinis, Editor, NISU,
Mark Oliphant Building, Laffer Drive, Bedford Park, South Australia, 5042).

Safe North Ayr This small community in
south west Scotland has prepared an excellent
publication Helping to Provide a Safe Future
Now - Community Safety Strategy,
1995-98. The work was done under the
auspices of Safe North Ayr, one of many such
groups springing up in many places around
the world. It is sponsored by local police, fire
brigade, women's aid, and government
groups. The major programmes targeting
injury prevention objectives include a junior
cycle club, experiential learning, traffic calming, and a child safety group.
A Call to Action: The Institute of
MedicineReport on Emergency Services
for Children was published as a supplement
to the July 1995 issue of Pediatrics 96: (1).
Injury Issues Monitor (National Injury
Surveillance Unit) (No 7, August 1995). In
this issue Australia's national health goals and
targets are described, along with a sobering
piece on landmines. The goals exercise is one
that should be emulated by every country. It
provides a measure of subsequent successes
and failures. It also includes a piece on
preventing scalds by Pam Albany which
incorporates an impressive overview of state
and territory initiatives to reduce the

incidence and severity of scalds.
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Is this helpful advice?
Canada's Product Safety Branch have
advised consumers to 'throw out a toy animal
sound maker that can easily release button
size batteries' if swallowed
The sound
maker is a pink plastic cylinder 3 5 cm long,
encircled with a colourful band showing zoo
or farm animals'. The search for the sound
maker is on ...

