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Background While surveys are widely used to measure the
incidence of on-road crashes and offences, little is known about
the validity of self-reports of these events, particularly among
young drivers. This study examines the accuracy of self-report
of on-road crashes and traffic offences among participants in
the DRIVE study: a cohort study of 20 822 drivers aged 17-24-
year-old, recently licensed in New South Wales, Australia.
Methods A total of 2991 DRIVE study participants who com-
pleted the follow-up questionnaire, approximately 2 years
after joining the study, were asked whether they had been
involved in an on-road crash or were convicted for a traffic
offence during the year prior to the survey. This information
was subsequently linked to police recorded crash and offence
data to determine the level of accuracy of these self-reports.
Results Young drivers reported more crashes and traffic
offences than those recorded in the police database during
the 1 year study period. The findings showed a high level of
accuracy in young drivers self-report of police recorded crashes
(85.1%; 95% CI178.2% to 92.1%) and of police recorded traffic
offences (83.0%; 95% CI179.4% to 86.6%).

Conclusions The results suggest that surveys may be useful
tools for estimating the incidence of traffic crashes and offences
in young drivers. The findings are particularly relevant to juris-
dictions where access to administrative data is limited.
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