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There is a renewed emphasis on the importance of place as
a major health determinant, including the need to promote
healthier and more sustainable environments and communi-
ties. This is in the main a response to two of the most pressing
public health issues of our time; climate change and what has
been termed the obesity epidemic, both of which can only be
addressed adequately through significant changes to our envi-
ronment and way oflife. This paper discusses the opportunities
that this situation presents for injury prevention. It identifies
a number of injury prevention related initiatives that could be
advanced by capitalising on the shared agendas of injury pre-
vention, sustainability, and the need to promote physical activ-
ity, including the lowering of default speed limits in residential
areas and the healthy design of residential developments. The
paper also discusses how public health professionals, often
responsible for the wider health of their population, are ide-
ally placed to facilitate shared agendas by bringing together
the multi-agency and multi-professional groups required to
take forward policies. This includes initiatives that may, either
directly or indirectly, prevent injuries. Such professionals can
ensure that this common purpose leads to action and facili-
tates the prevention of injuries in our communities.
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