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Despite accepting gender based violence as public health issue, 
no serious attempt has been made to develop and test compre-
hensive models for providing care and support to rape survi-
vors (RSs). Services like provision of emergency contraceptive 
pills (ECP) and post exposure prophylaxis (PEP) need to be pro-
vided within 72 h after crime. This paper provides fi ndings of a 
situation analysis of police stations and hospitals with respect 
to provision of reproductive health (RH) services and collec-
tion of forensic evidences which are critical in getting justice 
to victims. The study covered three cities of India and four cit-
ies of Bangladesh. In both countries though printed guidelines 
for managing RSs exits, it was not available at any police sta-
tions and few were even aware of the guidelines. They were 
neither aware nor providing any RH services or information 
to RSs. In both countries few police personnel were trained in 
managing rape cases or counselling the survivors. Generally 
RSs had to wait at police station before case is registered and 
RSs sent to hospital. No uniform protocol for managing RSs at 
hospitals exists. At most hospitals, sexually transmitted infec-
tion (STI) management for rape survivors was not available. 
In few hospitals, advice on STI prevention, referral to volun-
tary counselling and testing centre and prescription for PEP 
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was given, but neither PEP/ECP was stocked. Blaming victims 
and stereotypical negative attitude towards RSs was observed 
among both doctors and police.

IP16_Supp01_abstracts.indd   161IP16_Supp01_abstracts.indd   161 12/16/2010   5:24:47 PM12/16/2010   5:24:47 PM

 on A
pril 10, 2024 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://injuryprevention.bm

j.com
/

Inj P
rev: first published as 10.1136/ip.2010.029215.574 on 1 M

arch 2011. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://injuryprevention.bmj.com/

