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    Abstract
Introduction The majority of trauma deaths will occur in the prehospital setting. However, as detailed injury data on prehospital trauma deaths is not routinely collected, these deaths have not been subject to the same scrutiny as in-hospital deaths. The aim of this study was to identify the proportion of trauma deaths in which the anatomical injuries sustained were potentially survivable.

Methods We performed a population-based retrospective analysis of prehospital and early (<24 hours) in-hospital trauma deaths attended by Ambulance Victoria (AV) in Victoria, Australia, between 2008–2014. Prehospital data from the Victorian Ambulance Cardiac Arrest Registry and in-hospital data from the Victorian State Trauma Registry was linked to autopsy data from the National Coronial Information System (NCIS). Full autopsies were independently reviewed by two emergency physicians who classified the anatomical injuries as ‘survivable’ and ‘unsurvivable’, as per Davis et al.1


Results Over the study period, there were 2759 trauma-related deaths attended by AV. Of the 777 patients that received attempted resuscitation, 692 cases (89%) were linked to NCIS data and of these, 334 (48%) had full autopsies. For cases with a full autopsy, 123 (37%) had ‘survivable’ injuries, 185 (55%) had ‘unsurvivable’ injuries and 26 (8%) were primary medical conditions that lead to a secondary trauma event.

Conclusions More than one-third of trauma patients who had attempted resuscitation, but subsequently died, had anatomical injuries that were considered ‘survivable’. These cases will now undergo detailed review to identify situations where current best evidence care was not delivered and opportunities for improvements in the system of care.

Reference
	. Davis JS, Satahoo SS, Butler FK, et al. An analysis of prehospital deaths: Who can we save?Journal of Trauma and Acute Care Surgery2014;77(2):213–218.







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/injuryprevention-2018-safety.697

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via SAVIR  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via SAVIR  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Top cited articles
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 Soundcloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1475-5785Print ISSN: 1353-8047

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


