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Creating a strong future for injury control in the USA requires adequate support for research, improved advocacy for injury control legislation and regulation, and effective translation of research into practice. Yet, none of these priorities can be pursued without a qualified injury prevention workforce. Scientific advancement in any field requires well-trained scholars who can apply rigorous methods to understand phenomena and develop innovative solutions to problems.
It is unthinkable for a school of public health to graduate students with no exposure to issues of chronic disease or infectious disease, yet most schools offer limited, if any, exposure to injury—the leading cause of death for Americans ages 1–44. As documented by the Association of Schools of Public Health inventory in 2002, there were 35 courses that focused primarily on injury and violence prevention in the 33 accredited schools of public health.1 There were three injury-related doctoral programmes that required an injury course, but no masters programme that had any requirement of an injury … 
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