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ABSTRACT

Scientific information on violence can be difficult to
compile and understand. It is scattered across websites,
databases, technical reports and academic journals,

and rarely addresses all types of violence. In response,
in October 2017 WHO released the Violence Prevention
Information System or Violence Info, an online interactive
collection of scientific information about the prevalence,
consequences, risk factors and preventability of all
forms of interpersonal violence. It covers homicide, child
maltreatment, youth violence, intimate partner violence,
elder abuse and sexual violence.

Violence Info (figure 1) has three primary sources

of data:

1. Published scientific studies provide data on
the prevalence, consequences, risk factors
and effectiveness of prevention and response
strategies. The data were extracted from
systematic reviews and, in areas poorly covered
by them, from single studies.

2. WHO Global Health Estimates provide global,
regional and national homicide rates.

3. The WHO Global status report on violence
prevention 2014 provides information on
what countries reported about the existence of
national action plans, social and educational
policies, specific laws, prevention programmes
and services for victims.

Violence Info is ambitious—a literature review
and data synthesis on this scale is rare. The data
repository currently contains almost 13 000 indi-
vidual data points, from over 3500 single studies.
Data are presented on more than 120 different risk
factors and for 45 different consequences across the
different violence types. It includes study data on
prevalence of the various types (eg, child maltreat-
ment) and subtypes (eg, sexual abuse) of violence
for 95 countries, including 59 low-income and
middle-income countries. Summary estimates are
provided for the effectiveness of more than 38
different intervention strategies for preventing and
responding to violence.

Additionally, Violence Info presents homicide
estimates for 183 countries/areas, by sex, age group
and year (2000, 2005, 2010, 2015). Regional and
global homicide estimates are also available. Infor-
mation on national efforts to address interpersonal
violence is presented for 133 countries.

Violence Info is structured as follows:

1. Dedicated pages for each violence type
These pages summarise data from published
scientific studies on prevalence, consequences,
risk factors, prevention and response strategies.
A world map indicates which countries have
studies on prevalence for a particular subtype
of violence (eg, physical, sexual), the number
of studies, the total sample size of those studies
and the median prevalence value for those
studies. Users can shift between the different
subtypes of violence, and between country and
WHO region.
Different visualisations show the relative impor-
tance of particular consequences of and risk
factors for each violence type. Consequences are
grouped as problems relating to health, social
and behavioural issues, cognitive and academic
performance, and economic issues. Risk factors
are organised according to the social ecological
model of violence with its four levels: indi-
vidual, relationship, community and societal.!
Within each type of violence and for both
prevention and response strategies, Violence
Info provides the number of studies, sample size
and the range of effectiveness across different
interventions. A section also summarises key
elements of those interventions with evidence of
effectiveness. Details of the survey instruments
most widely used to measure the prevalence of
each violence type are also summarised.

2. Study pages
Data from published scientific studies can be
explored in more depth in the Studies section
through a series of interactive visualisations.
The studies are organised first by violence type
and then by prevalence, consequences, risk
factors, prevention and response strategies. The
data can be filtered by several variables such as
author, sex, age or country income group.

3. Country pages
The Countries section includes data for WHO
Member States and areas. Each country page
displays the types of violence for which study
data are available; national homicide rates (from
WHO Global Health Estimates); and national
efforts to address interpersonal violence (from
WHO Global status report on violence preven-
tion 2014).

Violence Info has several interactive features.
By hovering and/or clicking on the world maps
and visualisations, users are provided with more
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Figure 1

fine-grained information for the particular violence type being
examined. Help tools are provided throughout the web site and
a methodology document is available for download. Images
from the site can be downloaded, shared and embedded in other
documents and web sites. The study data and homicide estimates
can also be downloaded as Excel files.

The development of Violence Info is a collaborative under-
taking between WHO, Liverpool John Moores University and
Public Health Wales. Violence Info is designed to support local,
national and international violence prevention policy develop-
ments, interventions or other activities. We would welcome the
views of those who might contribute to or use such a tool both
on its current utility and on how this might be enhanced. The
web site will be periodically updated as new scientific studies
become available. Access Violence Info at http://apps.who.int/
violence-info/

RELATED LINKS

Violence Info
http://apps.who.int/violence-info/
WHO Prevention of Violence Unit
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