Injury Prevention: where to from here?

Roderick J McClure

Injury Prevention publishes the science
that defines our field. It is the signature
publication supporting the primary,
secondary and tertiary prevention of
injury, for all people, from any cause.
Accumulating in the pages of the Journal
is a body of knowledge used across the
world to improve the health of individuals
and populations. The Journal’s emphasis
on primary prevention addresses the point
in the prevention continuum with the
greatest scope for minimising harm.

More than being simply an archive of
information, the Journal is the intellectual
charter that supports our field's currency
and validity. Each issue contains the latest
research findings judged by peers to be
important contributions to knowledge.
In editorials, commentaries and letters,
contributors discuss approaches most
likely to produce the best results. Estab-
lished positions are revisited as we chal-
lenge and rejuvenate our beliefs. Injury
Prevention is the voice of a constituency.
The Journal is a forum we can all use to
take collective responsibility for our field’s
future.

Ongoing editorial policy will encourage
quality contributions from across the
globe, in a mutually reinforcing relation-
ship between the Journal and its growing
readership, with view to improving the
injury-related health of our global popula-
tion. New editorial direction will focus the
Journal’s content on areas of importance
and highlight issues that need more atten-
tion. The Journal will publish excellent,
rigorously justified work that is relevant
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and useful. By setting markers delin-
eating our field and monitoring the field’s
progress, editors will encourage a purpo-
sive walk of scientific discovery towards
impact on human health.

The Journal’s new associate editors are
six respected researcher-practitioners,
from acclaimed institutes, from the world’s
far-flung corners. Together the associate
editors will help set the Journal’s strategic
direction, grow the Journal’s relevance to
its international constituency and bring
the best science to populations with the
greatest injury burden. The senior edito-
rial team now also includes six State of the
Art Review (SOTAR) editors. Collectively,
the SOTAR editors have over a century of
injury leadership experience. The Journal
will depend on the experience of this
group to peg out territories of contempo-
rary importance and thus generate forward
momentum. Their commissioned reviews
will encourage new research to fill iden-
tified gaps in the literature and facilitate
use of best available evidence in preven-
tion practice. The senior editor team will
be well supported by an Editorial Board
responsible for maintaining the high scien-
tific standards of the Journal. Members
of the Editorial Board are selected from
among the Journal’s best manuscript
reviewers over the past 2years, and will
rotate through relatively short terms of
office to allow new reviewers the oppor-
tunity to make their contributions. The
social media editors will work on growing
the Journal’s engagement with its read-
ership, and the statistical editor and two
honorary editors will always be there to
offer editorial wisdom when it is required.

The December 2017 issue of Injury
Prevention was Dr Johnston's last as

Editor-in-Chief. While this introductory
editorial is not the place to mark the full
nature and extent of Dr Johnston’s contri-
bution to the Journal during his years at
its helm, I would like, on behalf of us all,
to offer my heartfelt thanks. Over many
years, Dr Johnston expertly constructed
the flagship journal that Injury Preven-
tion has become. That Injury Prevention
is characterised by its intellectual honesty,
its courage and its influence is a direct
consequence of these being the personal
qualities of its departing Editor-in-Chief. I
would also like to take this opportunity to
thank the many members of past editorial
team's.

So where to from here? The Journal is
a communication platform, not a product.
None of us knows what the world will
look like in 10 years. We do know, though,
that the problem of injury will remain,
and so will the need for the Journal. As
we start off, the new editorial team will
aim to bring you the best science in the
field, in the most immediate and usable
way. Prevention, by definition, is forward-
looking. Many of you reading this issue
are just starting out on your injury preven-
tion careers with the future of the field of
injury prevention in your hands. Thank
you for stepping forward with the Journal
into the possible world we choose to
create.
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