
Conclusions This pilot study served as model to other schools,
governments and organisations working to improve road safety.
The project identified areas at risk, brought in behavioural
changes, thus effectivenes of the interventions. This project can
be effective and adapted for benefit of children globally.
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Background Road crashes and injuries constitute a significant
public health issue in Pakistan. Growing urbanisation and motori-
zation trends, traffic violations, encroachments and lack of road
safety awareness have placed pedestrians at highest risk in Paki-
stan. A recent study found that pedestrians constituted 53% of
the reported fatalities in Islamabad, Pakistan during 2008 to
2010. Similarly, Road Traffic Injury Research and Prevention
Centre recorded 1,130 road fatalities in Karachi during 2013,
wherein 379 (33.5%) were pedestrians. The current research
would be the first large scale study in the country that presents
existing pedestrians safety scenario in Pakistan.
Methods Retrospective analysis of Rescue 1122 (an emergency
service in Pakistan) crash data for last two years period (July
2013- June 2015) was conducted. Data were collected from 37
major cities of Province Punjab.
Results Rescue 1122 attended 407,628 road crashes across Pun-
jab during the study period, wherein 76,737 pedestrians were
injured. Of the total 5,317 fatalities, about 30% (n = 1,577)
were pedestrians, and 80% of them were males. Maximum
pedestrian injuries 19,916 (26%) were reported in Lahore, fol-
lowed by 12,285 (16%) in Faisalabad and 4,876 (6%) in Gujran-
wala. Motorcycles (59%), trucks (10%) and cars (9%) were the
major colliding vehicles with pedestrians. Whilst, speeding
(42%), careless driving (32%) and wrong turn (12%) were the
major crash contributing factors.
Conclusions Pedestrians are at highest risk in Pakistan. Speeding,
careless driving, disregard of right of way, encroachments and
lack of road safety awareness amongst all road users are the
major factors behind increasing road crashes and pedestrians’ vul-
nerability in Pakistan. Road crashes are not being dealt as a signif-
icant issue in Pakistan. Sustainable efforts on the part of
government, transport organisations, law enforcers, community
and media are required. School road safety education is also vital
in this view.
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In 2013, 26.090 people were killed in road accidents throughout
the EU, approximately 6.200 females and 19.800 males. Females

account for 51% of the total EU population, but only 24% of all
road fatalities.

The objective of this research is the analysis of basic road
safety parameters related to road users’ gender in the EU coun-
tries, by the use of the EU CARE database with disaggregated
data on road accidents and of other data sources such as Eurostat.
Time-series data on road accident fatalities by gender from 28
EU countries over a period of 10 years (2004–2013) are corre-
lated with basic safety parameters, such as age, road user type
and transport mode. Data from the EU Injury Database are also
used to identify injury patterns and improve the assessment of
injury severity and additional insight into accident causation for
road users by gender is offered through the use of in-depth acci-
dent data from the EC SafetyNet project Accident Causation Sys-
tem (SNACS).

In all EU countries, road fatalities decreased between 2004
and 2013 for both females and males. Besides the trends of that
period, the proportion of male road fatalities did not change sig-
nificantly. Amongst EU countries a slight tendency for male pro-
portions to be higher in south is noted. Additionally, the ratio
between male and female fatalities increases with age, reaches a
peak between the ages of 30–44 and then falls, which reflects a
specific gender development in the travel behaviour of men and
women in Europe. As regards the road user type, the proportion
of passengers’ or pedestrians’ fatalities is higher for females than
the males, while the opposite is true for drivers.

The results of the analysis allow for an overall assessment of
the gender-differentiated safety level in the European road net-
work, providing thus useful support to decision makers working
for the improvement of safety in the European road network.
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Background Youngsters, defined as those who are between 15
and 17 years old, comprise a road user group that exhibits high
risk rates due to different causes from other age groups. This age
corresponds to the learning of autonomy and more particularly
of access to different means of transport. In 2013, around 630
persons aged 15–17 years old were killed in road accidents in the
EU, constituting almost 2,5% of all road accident fatalities for
that year.
Methods The objective of this research is the analysis of basic
road safety parameters related to young people aged 15–17 years
old in the EU countries, by the use of the EU CARE database
with disaggregated data on road accidents and of other data sour-
ces such as Eurostat. Time-series data on road accidents involving
youngsters from 28 EU countries over a period of 10 years
(2004–2013) are correlated with basic safety parameters, such as
gender, road user type, transport mode, road type, seasonality
and day of the week. Data from the EU Injury Database are also
used to identify injury patterns and improve the assessment of
injury severity.
Results At this age, youngsters are beginning to gain access to
driving motorised vehicles and especially motorised two-wheel-
ers. As a result, motorised two-wheelers’ share is much higher for
15–17 year olds than for the other age groups. Moreover, girls
killed in road accidents were more likely to be killed as
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passengers than the boys and much less likely to be killed as driv-
ers. As regards the type of road, in 2013 most youngster fatal
road accidents occurred on rural roads. Finally, the 15–17 year
olds are more likely to be killed in road accidents during spring
and summer, as well as during weekends, than the whole
population.
Conclusions The results of the analysis allow for an overall
assessment of the youngsters safety level in the European road
network in relation to the younger or older road users, providing
thus useful support to decision makers working for the improve-
ment of safety in the European road network.
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Background The first crash tests of five brands of the most pop-
ular small cars from India were released by Global NCAP in early
2014 showing that very unsafe cars are being marketed in India.
This prompted an in-depth look into the advertisings behind the
vehicles sold in India and their role in promotion of safety
features
Methods We surveyed the print advertisements and TV commer-
cials for safety content, and the pricing policy for offering safety
technology, of six major automobile manufacturers of India. The
observations were coded on a numerical scale and graded based
on the safety features advertised, along with the selling price at
which these features are available.
Results For TV advertisements scores ranged from 0.83 to �1.3
(on a scale of +1 to �8). Similarly for print advertisements
scores ranged from 1.5 to 0 (on a scale of +4 to �3). Mainly
because features like airbags and ABS were not offered in the
base model of vehicles under UD $ 12000. These safety features
were available in higher end models of the same vehicle usually
bundled with high end trims which had a price difference of US
$ 1500–2000 from the base model. As a positive sign though
most TV commercials showed adult passengers wearing seat belts
and children were usually shown in the backseat.
Conclusions Our study show that at present the Indian manufac-
turers are not promoting safety issues or their safety technology
in any significant manner in their print advertisements or TV
commercials. When safety features are offered as options they
force the consumer to spend more than US $ 1500 extra. Reliable
industry sources inform us that these features should not cost
more than US $ 250 or less. The Global NCAP results inform us
in a graphic manner that very unsafe cars are being marketed in
India in the knowledge of the manufacturers and government
officials. Therefore, it is the responsibility of the Indian Govern-
ment to announce strict crashworthiness standards for cars sold
in India.
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Background To decide whether to cross the road, one is first
required to judge whether the crossing place is safe. Young

children have impoverished crossing skills manifested in lower
awareness toward potential hazards, situation awareness and
overall readiness for crossing. The aim of this study was to iden-
tify the environmental features that make children think a place
is safe or dangerous for crossing.
Methods 24 children in three age categories (ages 7–8, 9–10,
11–13) and 12 adults viewed 41 still images of real-world road-
side scenes on a wide screen, and were asked to rate each scene
for safety of crossing as fast as possible using a slide bar (0–
100). Safety evaluation and the time to decision were recorded.
Each scenario was classified by the elements of the environ-
ment: the urban area it was located in (e.g., commercial, resi-
dential), crossing location, proximity to road features (e.g.,
junction), road type, number of lanes, and distractors in the
environment.
Results Children in all age categories estimated crossing safety
mainly by obvious conspicuous features, like presence of a
crosswalk, which anchored their decision. They were indiffer-
ent to certain relevant factors (e.g., number of lanes). In con-
trary, adults seemed to base their decision more on higher
order reasoning (e.g. the duration of exposure to danger
derived from the number of lanes). In general, children felt
less secure when coming to cross the road, and it took them
longer to reach a decision on the crossing location’s safety
level. When the decision was made, answers were more diverse
than for adults.
Conclusions Children and adults use different strategies to esti-
mate the safety level of a certain place for crossing. It seems that
adults relay more upon sophisticated decision making processes
that improves with age and experience. In contrary, children,
even as old as 13 years-old, often rely on the fact that a place is
designed for crossing as a guaranty for their safety.
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Background To reduce road trauma we must better understand
the factors contributing to crashes. In Queensland, Australia, rear
end crashes are the 3rd leading crash type, with mild to serious
injuries a likely outcome and whiplash a common injury occur-
rence. Road design, traffic congestion, and weather/road condi-
tions have been implicated in rear end crashes. Human factors
also play a key role, with the act of ‘following too closely’ being
a major issue. Queensland legislation requires motorists to main-
tain a safe following distance between their vehicle and the one
in front, although no specific information about this distance is
prescribed by law for cars.
Methods To better understand perceptions of safe following dis-
tance, 495 licensed Queensland drivers (42% male; mean age
46.2 yrs; range 16–81 yrs) completed an online questionnaire.
Results Overall, there was wide variation in descriptions of safe
following distance including time between vehicles (2 sec-
onds = 21%; 3 seconds = 11%), distance between vehicles
(metres = 11%; car lengths = 32%); and combinations of time
and distance (1%). No one reported having received an infringe-
ment for not keeping a safe following distance, although 29%
reported being involved in a crash where their vehicle hit the one

Abstracts

A306 Injury Prevention 2016;22(Suppl 2):A1–A397


