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Background There has been limited analysis and exploration of
drowning deaths that occur in children aged 5–19 years.
Aims/Objectives/Purpose To undertake an analysis of drowning
deaths of children 5–19 years in Australia.

To explore strategies for prevention.
Methods Information was collected for the period July 2002 to
June 2011 on all drowning deaths in Australia using multiple
sources including the National Coroners Information System.
Cases were excluded if he death was intentional (ie suicide, homi-
cide), from natural causes, or from an animal (eg shark attack,
crocodile attack), or hypothermia where known.
Results/Outcome Over the 9 years there were 271 (46%) deaths of
5–19-year-olds. As children aged, the predominant locations of
drowning deaths transitioned from home environments (swim-
ming pools and bathtubs) to open waterways (rivers, creeks and
streams). A related transition occurred in activity prior to drown-
ing, where younger children were more likely to fall into water and
be bathing and older children drowning in more active pursuits
such as swimming and recreating, using watercraft and intention-
ally entering the water. Gender plays a key role, with 87% of all
drowning victims being male in the 15–19 years age group. As
adulthood approaches the number of deaths increase.
Significance/Contribution to the Field Drowning in children aged 5 to
19 years is a significant issue that has been largely neglected in
Australia. Royal Life Saving believes that these drowning deaths are
preventable and that the increase in drowning deaths in late adoles-
cents points to the importance of swimming and water safety edu-
cation during the school years.
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