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Background Drowning has continued to be one of the leading
causes of injury deaths in the great lakes of Uganda. Activities of
boat transportation and commercial fishing have contributed to
drowning. There are neither community studies nor mandatory
death registrations to drowning related data.

Aim To compare drowning and near drowning cases reported in the
hospital trauma registries and the print media in the year 2010 in
Uganda.

Methods Print media reports in four English newspaper magazines
in Uganda (one government owned and three private owned), pub-
lished between January and July 2010 were reviewed and compared
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these with reported drowning and near drowning cases recorded in
a nationwide regional hospital based trauma registry.

Results 98 persons were reported in four newspapers. 61(62.2%)
drowning deaths were confirmed while a total of 21(21.4%) were
near drowning cases. There was inconclusive information regarding
the survival and or rescue of the remaining 16 (16.3%) persons. 2834
trauma registry cases in the same period of 2010, indicated three
(0.1%) cases were recorded. All these were near drowning cases.
Significance There is limited information on the burden of drowning
as a result of no systematic process to record and track drowning
related incidents and deaths. Hospital trauma registries under esti-
mate the drowning cases thus systematic community based surveys
are needed to quantify the burden of drowning and act as a baseline
research for drowning interventional research in Uganda.
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