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YOUNG CHILDREN
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In Australia, research suggests that up one quarter of child 
pedestrian hospitalisations result from driveway run-over 
incidents, with the parent or family member of the child 
being most likely the driver of the vehicle at the time of the 
incident. As such, driveway run-over incidents are an impor-
tant issue that need to be addressed through public health 
educative initiatives. A series of qualitative interviews were 
conducted in order to assess general behavioural and envi-
ronmental changes that parents/carers had specifi cally under-
taken in order to reduce the risk of injury to any child in their 
care. A second phase of the interviews was also conducted 
and focused on parent/carers perceptions and attitudes of the 
risk of a child in their care being involved in a driveway run-
over incident.
The interviews elicited three main themes which together 
built a robust model representing the main aspects parents 
take into consideration in making a judgement concerning the 
safety of their child. The fi rst aspect concerned the safety of the 
domestic environment. The second aspect concerned the level 
of supervision a child received, whereas the third included the 
child’s ability to understand and comply with rules, as well as 
maturity of risk perception and skills.
The model developed from this research has direct applicabil-
ity for the development and promotion of an effective inter-
vention in order to reduce the risk of a driveway run-over 
incident occurring.
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