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Background As the US population ages, more older adults 
will face transportation and mobility challenges. This study 
examines the characteristics and number of non-fatally injured 
older pedestrians.
Methods Data were obtained from the National Electronic 
Injury Surveillance System All Injury Program (NEISS-AIP) 
for the years 2001 through 2006. Cases included persons aged 
65 years and older who were non-fatally injured on a public 
roadway by falling, being hit by a motor vehicle, overexerting 
themselves, being struck by an object or animal, or being hit 
by some other form of transport.
Results Each year, an estimated 52 482 older adults were 
treated in emergency departments for non-fatal pedestrian 
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injuries. Falling and being hit by a motor vehicle resulted in 
92.5% of older adult pedestrian injuries. Older adult pedes-
trian injuries were often severe; about a third of injuries were 
to the head or neck, nearly a third resulted in a fracture, and 
16% resulted in hospitalisation or transfer to another facility. 
Nearly a quarter of, or more than 9000, older pedestrian fall-
related injuries involved a curb.
Conclusions The growth in the older adult population could 
add to the overall burden of these non-fatal pedestrian injuries, 
including negatively affecting the health and quality of life of 
older adults and further taxing the already strained US health-
care system. Making transportation and mobility improve-
ments, including environmental modifi cations, is important to 
preventing these injuries. Modifi cations may include medians, 
refuge islands and curb modifi cations.
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