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The North American Guidelines for Childrens Agricultural 
Tasks (NAGCAT) were released in 1999 as a resource to assist 
parents in assigning farm jobs to children 7–16 years of age, on 
family farms. These guidelines have been proven to reduce the 
risk of agricultural injuries among family farm children by 50%. 
The NAGCAT were not intended for use in employment situa-
tions because they do not incorporate child labour regulations, 
known as the Hazardous Orders; nor do they reference any 
other workplace safety and health requirements under OSHA. 
In 2008 a project was undertaken to address the gap in resources 
for employers who hire adolescents for agricultural work. The 
result was the Safety Guidelines for Hired Adolescent Farm 
Workers (SaGHAF), a series of seven task-specifi c guidelines to 
address supervisor responsibilities including knowledge of ado-
lescent characteristics. Training and supervision tips and perti-
nent federal labour regulations are included. In October 2008 
an intervention was undertaken to identify optimal methods 
to integrate SaGHAF into fi eld supervisors practices. The initial 
project focus was to integrate training workshops into exist-
ing venues for agricultural employers and fi eld supervisors. 

Feedback from a limited number of participants indicated a cus-
tomised training format was needed to account for low literacy 
supervisors who do not attend workshops. The project is being 
modifi ed with a self-paced computer-based training resource 
that can be used by individuals within their time limitations. 
This resource will be pilot tested in early 2010 and results will 
be available in summer 2010.
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