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The population of the older people all over the world today is 
increasing steadily so also their needs. The near total depen-
dence of the older people on their children and relations for care 
giving in places like Nigeria, most cases leave a broad window 
for elder abuse to occur even without the care giver being aware 
of it. It is generally believed that lack of knowledge about elder 
abuse and not knowing the mechanisms through which it can 

be prevented constitute a major problem in family care-giving. 
This study attempts to fi nd out through the use of question-
naires and focus group interviews what young people know 
about elder abuse and some preventive mechanisms. Data were 
collected from 480 undergraduates. Result show that 80% of 
respondents have knowledge of what constitute elder abuse 
while 63% are aware of some preventive mechanism. Other 
fi ndings show that apart from sex of the respondents other vari-
ables such as living with an older person, age and place of resi-
dence have no relationship with knowledge of elderly abuse or 
preventive mechanism. Some of the recommendations include 
that the study of social gerontology should be made a part of 
the school curriculum both at the lower and higher institution 
of learning in Nigeria so as to inculcate the values in the youths 
so as to curtail elder abuse in future.
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