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CSAP is a European initiative whose aim is to raise aware-
ness of injury as the leading cause of death for children in 
Member States and increase commitment to the issue through 
the development of evidence-based government endorsed 
national child safety action plans. To support development 
of plans and increased capacity to support implementa-
tion, three main areas of activity have been undertaken: (1) 
development and public release of Child Safety Report Cards 
and profi les based on standardised indicators, (2) activities 
to encourage adoption, implementation and monitoring of 
evidence-based good practices and (3) activities to support 
Child Safety Action Plan development. Information on the 
impact and lessons learned to date have been collected and 
validated using various methods including analysis of coun-
try progress updates, specifi c refl ection sessions and question-
naires. Impacts to date include national child safety action 
plans in nine countries where none existed previously, new or 
stronger links with government and between national part-
ners, increased awareness of child injury issue and increased 
capacity to take action, increased multi-sectoral coopera-
tion, collaboration and enhanced political commitment to 
the issue, and demonstrated value of report card indicators 
used in benchmarking progress. Lessons learned include the 
importance of: leadership and commitment, early and contin-
ued involvement of the right people, having good tools and 
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resources to work with, public benchmarking of performance 
and progress and linking into existing political commitments. 
The Child Safety Action Plan provides a model for other areas 
of injury to consider for enabling a coordinated and compre-
hensive approach to injury reduction efforts.
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