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The objectives of this paper are to determine the prevalence,
demographic characteristics and patterns of suicidal behav-
iours among youth across sociocultural contexts in the U.S.
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Analyses are based on data from six studies of child and ado-
lescent development, health and adaptation; The Study of Early
Child Care and Youth Development (NICHD; N=1009); The
Youth Risk Behaviour Survey (YRBS; N=14 041); The National
Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health (AddHealth; N=20
745), The Youth Violence Survey (N=4116); the National
Study of Child and Adolescent Well-Being (N=6231), and the
Behavioural Health/Juvenile Justice Project (BHJJ) (N=455).
These six studies capture samples of normative adolescents
as well as a sample of high-risk youth defined as youth who
have been processed through the Child Welfare System and
a sample of youth who have been adjudicated. Our findings
show that the prevalence of suicide ideation varied from 7.0%
to 23.8% among adolescents 15 years of age and was high-
est among adolescents in high-risk samples. For example, in
the BHJJ a sample of adjudicated youth, at the time of intake
44% of participants had talked about committing suicide and
17% had previously attempted suicide. In comparison, in the
nationally representative Add Health, 3.6% of participants
had attempted suicide. Prevalence of suicidal behaviours as
well as the characteristics of those most vulnerable to suicidal
behaviours varies across sociocultural contexts. These varia-
tions need to be considered in future research and in the design
and implementation of prevention and intervention efforts.

Injury Prevention 2010;16(Suppl 1):A1-A289

"yBuAdod Ag pa1osioid 1senb Ag 202 ‘6 IMdy uo /wod fwg uonusaaidAinluy/:dny wouy papeojumod "TTOZ YdJeN T U0 S¥6'SGT2620°0T0Z dI/9ETT 0T Se paysiiand 1s1i :Asid (U]


http://injuryprevention.bmj.com/

