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Overview CDCs National Center for Injury Prevention and 
Control sought to identify a new approach to communicating 
about injury and violence and unite the fi eld of injury around 
a central message.
Methods CDC used framing theory to develop messages that 
would have the greatest impact as they present injury in a way 
that refl ects broad and deeply held societal values. Over the 
last several years, CDC has developed an overarching frame, 
“we want a society where people can live to their full poten-
tial” and frame-based messages on a variety of injury and 
violence-related topics. The frame and messages were tested 
with injury representatives, policy makers and the general 
public using focus groups, in-depth interviews and trainings 
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(in person and webinars). Participants identifi ed with the mes-
sage framing of living to their full potential and helping others 
to do the same. Based on the fi ndings, “Adding Power to Our 
Voices,” a framing guide (www.cdc.gov/injury/framingguide.
html), was developed, giving specifi c guidance and communi-
cation tools to help injury professional connect specifi c injury 
issues to the full potential frame so as to create a unifi ed injury 
message.
Results and Evaluation CDC’s injury framing initiative has 
been well received and has been adopted by CDC staff and 
partners. A quantitative and qualitative evaluation is currently 
underway to assess the implementation and use of the injury 
framing approach. Findings from the evaluation will be pre-
sented and will be used to further enhance the injury framing 
tools and their use.
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