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Despite the relative lack of motorisation, the African region
had the equal highest mortality in 2007 globally, at 32.2 deaths
per 100 000 population (WHO 2009). With increasing rates of
motorisation, traffic-related deaths in sub-Saharan Africa are
projected to increase by 80%; in contrast, a 30% reduction in
deaths inhigh income countries is anticipated (Kopits & Cropper
2008). The Make Roads Safe Decade of Action campaign has
highlighted the urgency of addressing road safety globally.
In the adopted Moscow Declaration, as well as the Outcome
Document of the UN Economic Commission for Africa Dar es
Salaam 2009 Road Safety Symposium, the need for harmonisa-
tion of best practice road safety regulations was noted.

The World Report on road traffic injury prevention acknowl-
edged the State of Victoria (Australia) as a world leader in the
implementation of road safety programmes. Regulatory strat-
egies, such as seat-belt laws were, and remain, a key plank in
addressing the road toll.

This presentation outlines the nature of the road safety situ-
ation in one African country, specifically Botswana. A com-
parative analysis of the scale of road trauma in Botswana and
Victoria is presented. Based on this and that of a comparative
analysis of the road safety regulatory frameworks in the two
jurisdictions, recommendations as to how reductions in road
crashes might be achieved in Botswana with limited expen-
diture are outlined. The findings are also likely to be relevant
to other countries within Africa that are grappling with the
mounting cost of crashes.
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