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Introduction Kidsafe Victoria, as part of the Child Accident
Prevention Foundation, is the leading non-government, chari-
table, organisation dedicated to preventing unintentional
child injuries and deaths and resulting disabilities. This is
achieved through awareness campaigns, education programs,
research, advocacy and environmental, legislative and behav-
iour change.

Background In summer, temperatures inside a parked car
can double outside temperatures in a matter of minutes,
with a car interior being as much as 30-40°C hotter than
outside. Yet parents often make the decision to leave their
child in the car to run a quick errand. This can lead to dehy-
dration or even death, as young children are not able to regu-
late their body temperature as well as adults. In most states
in Australia, it is against the law to leave a child unattended
in a vehicle.

Objective To identify the number of children being left unat-
tended in hot cars in Victoria, Australia using existing research
and collating new data.

Results Statistics from a singular motoring organisation in
Victoria showed that between 2008 and 2009, 1543 children
needed rescuing from a locked car. Results from a study collat-
ing more comprehensive data will be discussed.

Future Implications This study forms part of an ongoing
educational campaign raising awareness of the dangers of
leaving children in cars, especially on a hot day. Integration of
the findings from the components of this study will provide
strong evidence to inform future campaigns regarding legisla-
tive and policy changes to help protect children.
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