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Background Injury is a substantial and preventable public
health problem accounting for 10% of deaths worldwide, of
which 90% are estimated to occur in low and middle income
countries (LMICs). To help bridge the obstacle of inadequate
data in LMICs a simple cost effective system for mortuary
surveillance of fatal injuries is being developed in consulta-
tion with the WHO. This will inform, direct and monitor
injury prevention interventions and policies in LMICs. There
are many challenges to the establishment of an international
guideline for mortuary data surveillance and this article seeks
to outline the process, challenges and progress.
Methodology This article uses CDCs attributes of a success-
ful surveillance system to characterise barriers anticipated in
guideline development and discuss the way forward.
Conclusions The development of a mortuary data guideline
has proceeded and overcome various barriers. The consulta-
tive process generated feedback from key stakeholders includ-
ing forensic pathologists, Ministry of Health officials and
injury prevention experts. An International Advisory Group
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was also convened. These steps have assisted adjustment of
the proposed guideline to maximise flexibility, acceptabil-
ity and stability; while minimising resource implications.
Representativeness and the securing of government support
perhaps remain the most significant challenges.

Implications Consultation with the advisory group and the
wider stakeholders has been effective in developing a widely
acceptable, user-friendly, low resource data form to gather use-
ful data. Further strategies to overcome barriers will be devel-
oped over the course of the pilot study and this needs to be
done in consultation the advisory group and stakeholders.
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