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Background When making international comparisons of non-
fatal injury, they are often based on hospital data, and are con-
taminated by health service effects. One way to reduce this 
contamination is to make comparisons using a case defi nition 
based on diagnoses that have high probabilities of admission.
Aim To identify International Classifi cation of Diseases (ICD) 
diagnoses associated with a high probability of admission.
Method We identifi ed international collaborators who had 
access to Emergency Department data whose diagnoses were 
coded to the ICD. A protocol for data provision was agreed 
with our collaborators. The submitted data was checked by the 
New Zealand team and then via liaison with the collaborators. 
Country-specifi c results were presented at the ICD 4- charac-
ter level. Results were also contrasted between countries.
Results The results show that the only injuries with strong 
evidence for high probabilities of admission, consistently 
across all collaborating countries, were fractured neck of femur 
and other femoral fractures (S720, S721, S722 and S723). Other 
injuries that were potentially consistent with high probabili-
ties, but for which the estimates had wide CIs due to small 
numbers in some of the collaborators data, included: focal 
brain injury (S063), traumatic haemopneumothorax (S272), 
injury of the spleen (S360), liver or gall bladder (S361).
Outcome The information generated by this project will 
inform all high income countries of those diagnoses that almost 
always get admitted to hospital. It will also suggest a case defi -
nition suitable for making international comparisons.

IP16_Supp01_abstracts.indd   141IP16_Supp01_abstracts.indd   141 12/16/2010   5:24:45 PM12/16/2010   5:24:45 PM

 on A
pril 10, 2024 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://injuryprevention.bm

j.com
/

Inj P
rev: first published as 10.1136/ip.2010.029215.506 on 1 M

arch 2011. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://injuryprevention.bmj.com/

