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Background Following a skiing-related head injury death of
the actor Natasha Richardson, we noted a marked increase in
injury-related visits to the Emergency Department (ED) of the
Montreal Children’s Hospital (MCH). We assumed these vis-
its were driven by media coverage, which would be greater in
Quebec than elsewhere in Canada.

Methods Using data from the Canadian Hospitals Injury
Reporting and Prevention Program (CHIRPP), we compared
visits to the MCH-ED for 10 weeks beginning in March. We
also compared visits for the event week with the averages for
the same week in the preceding 16 years. We noted the per-
cent of MCH-ED visits that were for head injuries. Finally, we
examined the same 10-week patterns for children’s hospitals
in Toronto, Calgary and Vancouver.

Results We found a 60% increase at the MCH for the event
week compared with the first week of March and 66%
increase compared to the 16-year average. We noted that for
the event week 43.7% of injury visits were for head injuries
compared with 28.8% (16-years average). There was, how-
ever, no change in ratio of severe head injuries. The increase
in Toronto, Calgary and Vancouver was 24%, 23% and 22%
respectively over the first week of March.

Interpretation These data suggest that the media coverage of
this celebrity death which involved a failure to seek medical
attention, generated anxiety among parents, prompting them
to bring children to the ED who might not otherwise have
sought medical care.
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