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Social factors such as socioeconomic status (SES) are increas-
ingly being viewed as fundamental causes of premature death
and illness and there is a growing body of evidence linking
residential location with health outcomes.

The aim of this study was to investigate the relationship
between the SES of the area in which a person lives and their
risk of hospitalisation for injury.

Local government areas (LGAs) in Victoria are assigned to SES
deciles by the Australian Bureau of Statistics based on a com-
posite measure of SES devised by the Bureau. For this research
the deciles were combined to form quintiles. All individuals
living in an LGA were assigned the same SES ranking ranging
from 1 to 5 (1=most disadvantaged through 5=least disadvan-
taged) and their risk of injury compared overall and in broad
age groups.

The effect of area SES on injury risk varied substantially by
age, gender and injury cause. Injury hospital admission rates
were generally lowest in the least disadvantaged quintile of
LGAs but not often highest in the most disadvantaged quintile
of LGAs. The regression analysis showed that, overall, per-
sons living in the more disadvantaged areas were significantly
more likely to be hospitalised than persons in the least disad-
vantaged areas for transport injury (incident rate ratio range
1.18-1.36), machinery-related injury (1.50-1.83), fire/burns/
scalds (1.25-1.61) and assaultive injury (1.20-1.77). These
injury causes account for 20% of injury hospital admissions.
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