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Injury surveillance data provides the evidence base to inform 
injury prevention programme and policy development. 
The Queensland Injury Surveillance Unit (QISU) collects 
data on emergency department (ED) injury presentations at 
Queensland hospitals. When a patient presents for treatment 
of an injury, the triage nurse activates an injury surveillance 
screen and assigns codes for intent, place, part of place, activ-
ity, subtype of activity, major injury factor, mechanism and 
external cause of injury. In busy ED situations this can be time 
consuming, 3–5 min/record. QISU investigated the possibility 
of reducing the number of coded fi elds and having QISU cod-
ers assign the remaining codes based on the triage presenting 
problem text fi eld. 500 records were randomly sampled from 
the database. Two experienced QISU coders were blinded to 
the codes assigned at triage and recoded the records using 
only the presenting problem text descriptor. The quality of 
the information contained within the text descriptor was 
assessed by recording what variables were able to be coded 
from the text descriptor. Concordance between data coded by 
triage nurses and QISU coders was compared. There was vari-
ability in the concordance of codes and the quality of the text 
descriptor between facilities, injury type and patient groups. 
This information will be used to streamline data collection by 
reducing the number of variables coded by the triage nurse and 
demonstrates the utility of textual data for injury surveillance 
purposes.
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