
McClure RJ. Inj Prev August 2021 Vol 27 No 4 299

Covering the territory: can Injury 
Prevention do better?
Roderick J McClure    

The field of injury prevention has long 
struggled with the ‘splitting versus 
clumping’ dilemma. The most obvious 
example of this is our highlighting the 
burden of the injury as a whole (which is 
ever so much more a compelling figure 
than the burden of any of its components), 
and then addressing that burden by 
focusing, necessarily, on its component 
parts. A close look at the cause, and body 
part- injured codes in the International 
Classification of Diseases (ICD)1 shows 
the extent to which efforts to reduce the 
burden of injury can be fragmented.

However, the ICD classification goes 
only part way towards mapping the full 
range of specifics that fall within our 
territory. Information about individual 
injuries can be aggregated at the commu-
nity, national or global levels but the 
specific aspects of each injury occurrence 
needs somehow to be captured. A range 
of scientific methods are used to do this. 
Once identified, interventions to redress 
the causes need to be developed for each 
of the injury categories using contextual 
information available. Each of these inter-
ventions requires scientific validation. A 
range of scientific methods are used to do 
this.

Injury Prevention is a platform for 
making injury prevention information 
available in a way that supports use of 
this information for the local and global 
reduction of injury- related harm. In this 
issue of Injury Prevention, we publish 16 
manuscripts that were next in the queue. 
While only a small sample of what is 
submitted, they are suggestive of what we 
are publishing at the moment.

The units of organisation of the corre-
sponding authors of these 16 manu-
scripts are located in India, USA, Canada, 

Australia, Greece, Taiwan, South Africa 
and Uganda. Within the manuscript list is 
a study of injury in First Nations people 
and a study using information from 89 
countries. The research topics are equally 
distributed across drowning, violence/
suicide, sport, road safety, prescription 
and other drugs. The large majority of 
the manuscripts describe epidemiological 
(descriptive and analytical) studies, with 
the remainder being intervention eval-
uations, commentaries and reviews. All 
manuscripts are of the same format as 
those published in the very first issue of 
Injury Prevention

Despite this issue’s breadth and depth, 
I am still not sure that at sixteen manu-
scripts per issue, the journal will ever be 
able to cover the territory. Should we be 
publishing not ‘more and broader’, but 
‘less and more concise’? Should we be 
publishing a radically different type of 
paper that is more relevant to the Jour-
nal’s purpose.. Can we rethink the way the 
Journal delivers on its goals.

Injury Prevention has a submission cate-
gory State of the Art Reviews (SOTARS). 
These reviews synthesise information 
from across world in a manner that 
facilitates immediate adoption. SOTARs 
have a word limit of 3500 words and 
the following structure: Title: Concisely 
stating the topic of the SOTAR; Introduc-
tion: Providing well referenced reasons 
for why the topic is important; Critical 
issues: Presenting the specific topical or 
problematic elements of the topic that 
make the topic critical, followed by a 
well referenced summary of the evidence 
(for/against/or otherwise) for each crit-
ical issue; Gaps in the literature: Indi-
cating where more work needs to be 
done; Recommendations for practice: 
Explaining how current evidence can be 
applied in prevention practice; Future 
directions for researchers: Encouraging 

more work in the specific aspects of the 
topic likely to achieve best results.

I would encourage anyone wishing 
to prepare a SOTAR for submission to 
contact one of the SOTAR editors and 
discuss ideas. I would encourage anyone 
with ideas about how Injury Prevention 
can better cover the territory to discuss 
these with an editorial board member. 
Doing better may mean completely 
reshaping the way Injury Prevention 
reports the injury prevention science you 
are all undertaking.
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