
effectiveness of child safety interventions and policies; as well as
provide regional, national and international policy makers with
data to support the planning and evaluation of interventions.
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Background Traffic accidents are the number one cause of bodily
injuries to children and adolescents. The number of traffic acci-
dents increases as children begin to walk and cycle independently.
Expectations for traffic safety education given at school are great
but according to many reports, the level and extent of traffic
safety education varies greatly from school to school.
Objective In the curriculum reform there was a strong need to
secure the quality and extent of traffic safety education while
training teachers in practical traffic safety education. Expertise in
traffic safety education was offered to those preparing the core
curriculum with concrete suggestions about content. Teacher
training and updating education were used to increase teachers’
knowledge of traffic safety education and to motivate them with
practical exercises. The aim was to make traffic safety education
in schools more systematic and consistent throughout basic edu-
cation so that each grade would be given at least 4 hours of traf-
fic safety education integrated into various subjects.
Results Traffic safety education is specified in the content for all
grades in the new basic education core curriculum. It is a solid
foundation for county and school specific curricula. In the feed-
back of the 2010–2014 teachers’ updating education projects the
evaluation of the content and usefulness were excellent and all
participants recommended the training to their colleagues. A
feedback survey was carried out a year later: most of the
respondents still considered the training beneficial. The teachers
who attended the day long training belong to a network that is
kept informed about current traffic safety related issues.
Conclusions Traffic safety is highly valued but the need to focus
on traffic safety education in schools is not always seen. Constant
support for schools is paramount and it includes training and
motivating teachers, developing new exercises and materials and
lobbying at policy level.
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Background In the past, first aid for school children was pro-
vided by the school nurse, but over the years, this service has
been eroded and does not exist anymore in Israeli schools. In
2014, the Ministry of Education, together with the ambulance
services in Israel, Magen David Adom, have started a new first
aid service that provide service to all schools in Israel. This paper
describes the service and the data that were collected as part of
it.
Methods A national call centre was established to respond to the
first aid needs of all educational institutions in Israel. The service
operates 7 days a week, between 07:30 to 16:30 throughout the

school year. In an event of an injury, school staff call the centre,
and the call is being taken within 15 seconds. The call centre is
occupied at all time by first aids providers. Once a call is
received, the service provider assess the situation as describe and
decide whether a phone consultation would suffice, whether a
first aid providers is required on site, or, in severe cases, whether
an ambulance is required. Every call is recorded and entered to a
database.
Results Overall, 31217 calls were received to the call centre of
which 1% required ambulance, 16% were classified as urgent,
72% were classified as not urgent and 10% were classified as
administrative calls. The majority of those injured were between
10–12 years old. The most common injury place was the play-
ground, followed by sports facility and the classroom. Majority
of the injuries occurred during break time. The most common
anatomic location of injury was the limbs, followed the head.
Most of the injuries occurred during paly, followed by slips and
trips and by interpersonal violence.
Conclusions Traditionally, data on injury in the community was
based on self-reporting, with very little data that is based on
reporting of the care providers. This is one of the few, and most
comprehensive study on injuries in schools as reported by first
aid providers. As such, this study provides a unique insight on
injuries of school children in Israel.
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Background Scooter-related injuries have doubled every year
since 2008—from just 697 claims in 2008 to 6,474 in 2012.
Cycling related injuries are one of the top 10 causes of uninten-
tional injury related deaths for children.

Wearing a correctly fitted helmet is proven to reduce the num-
ber of head injuries. For cyclists 74% reduction in the likelihood
of severe brain injury. Helmet wearing also reduced the probabil-
ity of head injury by 69% in cyclists involved in crashes involving
cars.

Despite this, there are significant barriers to helmet wearing
among older children. Reasons for this include personal image
and peer acceptance; children said they looked ‘uncool’ and
would be teased.

Safekids designed a program that included: Effective engage-
ment with children, schools, families, communities and the media
incorporating increased awareness and behaviour change.
Objective In 2012 the Creative Quest competition asked schools
to create radio ads, videos and illustrated stories that promoted
the importance of wearing helmets.

This presentation will describe the key components and con-
text of this competition, evaluation findings and outcomes. Out-
comes to date include broad engagement with 473 entries from
129 teachers at 108 schools.
Results Survey results showed that among those who partici-
pated: 83% learnt how to fit and wear a helmet correctly; 89%
developed a positive attitude towards the use of helmets; 89%
were more likely to wear a helmet; 86% increased knowledge
about the safety benefits of wearing a helmet; and 83% said
they’d do the competition again.
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