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Background This study describes the implementation and evalua-
tion of a safety and peace promotion intervention for children
attending Early Childhood Development (ECD) centres in a low-
income community in South Africa. The intervention comprised
of teacher training to administer lessons on poisoning, burn, traf-
fic safety and peacemaking skills to the children.
Methods Ten teachers working in four ECD centres in informal
settlement received training to deliver lessons to 80 children aged
4–6 years, over the course of a ten week period. Assessments
were conducted to study the implementation process of the les-
sons. Child assessments and teacher and parent reports of child
behaviour assessments were collected prior to the intervention
and after the 10 week period.
Results Although teachers were generally receptive to the inter-
vention and thought that the content was appropriate, several
concerns were raised which have implications for intervention
delivery and utility. These concerns centred on language of
instruction, the need to involve parents, teacher capacity, struc-
ture of lesson plans, intervention flexibility, and disclosures of
child abuse.
Conclusions These findings suggest that interventions in ECD
centres in low-income settings may have potential for improving
child safety and social and emotional learning. However, teachers
require appropriate training and support for interventions to be
sustainable.
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Background Over 60,000 children are seen at Children’s Hospi-
tal Los Angeles (CHLA) annually with most presenting with pre-
ventable injuries. Extending the efforts to address injury
prevention through utilisation of undergraduate, graduate and
medical school students is the approach of CHLA’s Injury Preven-
tion Program (IPP). In an effort to increase the number of paedi-
atric injury prevention specialists, CHLA launched the inaugural
class of Paediatric Injury Prevention Scholars (PIPS) in 2011.
Methods CHLA’s IPP recruited from local universities/research
institutions. Selection methods were established to pool the

highest quality candidate included submission of application,
writing samples, interviews and reference letters.

PIPS program was established in response to the growing
needs to address injury prevention in a under resourced situation.
CHLA utilised a trauma database shared within LA County to
track patient injury and treatment. Adjusting for cyclic patterns
and seasonal effects, gap analysis provided baseline data indicat-
ing areas for improvement. Our findings highlight the need for
increased injury prevention and expansion of resources to address
gaps in outreach, education and research.
Results The established PIPS curriculum provides learning
opportunities to expand programming capacity, to create interest
in injury prevention and to provide training opportunities. The
PIPS engage in injury prevention outreach through organising
and facilitating educational booths in the hospital and in the com-
munity. In addition, students learn to create culturally sensitive
materials used for injury prevention education. PIPS are encour-
aged to discover novel areas of research, to develop strategies to
promote injury prevention as a public health issue, and to apply
research methods to create evidence-based recommendations.
Since the inaugural class of 2011, CHLA has graduated 4 classes
of PIPS cohorts.
Conclusions PIPS program provides a successful vehicle for
expanding CHLA’s IPP. The PIPS Program has been refined since
the inaugural class to include streamlining the program curricu-
lum to advance the development of future scholars who are com-
mitted to pursuing excellence in injury prevention through
research, advocacy and education. This program allowed for IPPs
around the country to have an effective program to produce
injury prevention scholars and raise awareness in the field. Addi-
tionally, PIPS have enhanced programmatic function and abilities
to increase community outreach and engagement of CHLA’s IPP
by 700% during their tenure. PIPS have also contributed greatly
to our research reach through manuscript submission on topics
including acute care outcomes studies, systematic reviews, and
sports injury(concussion) studies.

While the PIPS Program has served as a model for programs
who anticipate staff/personnel shortages, they also afford existing
staff potential for leadership development, mentorship and train-
ing. PIPS provide programmatic ability to build capacity to pro-
vide sustainable and beneficial projects and expand reach outside
in the community in several of trauma’s service lines (disaster
preparedness and injury prevention).
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Background Childhood poisonings are common, placing a sub-
stantial burden on health services. Education and provision of
cupboard/drawer locks improves poison prevention practices but
it is unclear if this reduces poisoning risk. This study quantifies
associations between poison prevention practices and medically
attended poisonings in 0–4 year olds.
Methods Multicentre case-control study conducted at hospitals,
minor injury units and family practices from four study centres in
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