





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via SAVIR  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Injury Prevention]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Podcast

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Podcast



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via SAVIR  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 22, Issue Suppl 1 
	Violence Against Children Surveys (VACS): towards a global surveillance system


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Original article


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Violence Against Children Surveys (VACS): towards a global surveillance system
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Laura F Chiang1, 
	Howard Kress1, 
	Steven A Sumner1, 
	Jessie Gleckel1, 
	Philbert Kawemama2, 
	Rebecca N Gordon3

	[bookmark: aff-1]
1Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, Georgia, USA

	[bookmark: aff-2]
2Department of Social Welfare, Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

	[bookmark: aff-3]
3Together for Girls, c/o UNAIDS, Washington DC, USA


	Correspondence to
 Mrs Laura Chiang, Division of Violence Prevention, CDC, 1600 Clifton Road, NE, Mailstop F-64, Atlanta, GA 30329, USA; LChiang{at}cdc.gov





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Objective To describe the Violence Against Children Surveys (VACS). The survey is a national, household survey that systematically measures the prevalence, nature and consequences of sexual, physical and emotional violence against children.

Design This report provides information about the history, implementation, ethical protections, utility, results, limitations, and future directions of the VACS work.

Results The study has been implemented in 11 countries in Africa, Asia and the Caribbean, providing each of these countries with baseline data and momentum to address violence against children as a public health and human rights priority. These data are novel in each country, and VACS is well poised to contribute to an existing surveillance system or be used as the basis of a periodic surveillance system.

Conclusions Without ongoing surveillance to assess prevalence and the impact of policy, prevention and response programming, violence will likely continue to be overlooked as the linchpin public health crisis that it is, globally and in individual countries.
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