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    Abstract



Statement of purpose Drug poisoning is a leading cause of death from injuries within the US. Nationally, deaths from opiate use and abuse have quadrupled in the past ten years (CDC). Public health officials and educators are left scrambling to find effective evidence-based strategies for prevention and risk reduction. The goal of this project is to analyse demographic and toxicology data provided by Chester County Coroner’s Office to inform opiate abuse and overdose prevention efforts





Methods/Approach The Chester County Coroner’s Office shared identified demographic data and toxicology reports for 2010–2012 death investigations. Chester County Health Department staff conducted statistical analyses using SPSS v21.





Results From 2010 to 2012, the Chester County Coroner’s Office investigated 452 deaths. The deceased were primarily white (87.6%) males (63.3%) with a mean age of 45 years. Toxicological panels indicate that 383 of the deceased (84.7%) had opiates in their system. Of those positive panels, 299 had only prescription opiates (no heroin) in the system at the time of death (78.1%), 51 were positive for heroin and some form of prescription opiate (13.3%), and 33 indicated only heroin (8.6%). Of those testing positive for opiates, 110 were positive for recent cannabis use (28.7%) and 68 were positive for ethanol (17.8%).





Conclusions The vast majority (91.4%) of opiate-positive panels indicated use of prescribed opiates, while 8.6% were positive for heroin only (n = 33). These findings run contrary to the popular narrative of prescription opiates as the pathway to addiction with heroin often becoming the illicit, lethal end point. Public health education efforts must communicate the lethality of misusing any opiate, especially when combined with alcohol or other drugs.





Significance and contribution to the field This investigation demonstrates how data and resource sharing between local government agencies can spur data-driven decision making for public health education while adding value to other public serving departments. Additionally, public health officials can monitor trends in toxicology reports as an evaluation measure for drug abuse prevention and treatment efforts.







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/injuryprev-2015-041602.70

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via SAVIR  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via SAVIR  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Top cited articles
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 Soundcloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1475-5785Print ISSN: 1353-8047

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


