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sciences- the healing professions - want to
act, to save lives, but what can we do?
There is no mention of childhood injury

prevention in Amazing Grace. Perhaps Kozol
hasn't heard about the important work that
we do in our field to save children from the
risks of injury and violence. But in this
complex and detailed narrative, there are
fundamental epidemiological observations
about the underlying causes of injury and
violence. Rather than presenting the usual
array of variables and odds ratios that fill
papers in Injury Prevention, Kozol confronts
us with the complexities of the human condi-
tion. WJhat can this book teach us? 1 believe
there are three important messages.

First, Amazing Grace demonstrates the
importance of developing analytical techni-
ques to assess the complexities of both the
proximal and distal causes of serious out-
comes like injury and violence. It is no longer
acceptable to describe only the immediate
proximal risk factors for injury - the motor
vehicle or flammable liquid. We need to
understand these variables in the more com-
plex contexts of the social environment- the
poverty, racism, and discrimination of
America. Our studies can't be effective in
leading to community prevention unless they
take into account these greater societal forces.
We need to create a 'social epidemiology' of
injury and violence.

Second, Amazing Grace demonstrates the
power of narrative. We must learn to tell and
use powerful stories that bring together the
'roshomon' elements of every injury situa-
tion. To be effective as advocates for children
we must use these narratives to show how the
lives of children intersect with their complex
social environments to create risk.

Third, this book is unabashedly about
children, rather than about a specific vehicle
of harm. If we want to save the lives of
children by preventing injury and violence,
then we must learn to weave together our
scientific study of the mechanisms of injury
with a broader concern for the future of
children. Kozol wants us to wrestle with
injustice and to raise the conscience of
America.
Throughout Amazing Grace, Kozol

observes the failures of national, state, and
local governments to take responsibility for
the consequences of policy for the most
disadvantaged children. His poignant obser-
vations bring to mind a comment made by the
late Prime Minister of Israel, Yitzak Rabin,
upon acceptance of the Nobel Peace Prize,
Oslo, December 10,1994.

'A child is born in an utterly undemocratic
way. He cannot choose his father and mother.
He cannot pick his sex or color, his religion,
nationality or homeland. Whether he is born
in a manor or manger, whether he comes,
close-fisted, into the world, his fate - to a
large extent - is decided by his nation's
leaders. It is they who will decide whether he
lives in comfort or in despair, in security or in
fear. His fate is given to us to resolve- to the
governments of the countries, democratic or
otherwise ....

BERNARD GUYER
Johns Hopkins University,

Baltimore, USA

CALENDAR
AND NOTICES

International Traffic Safety Week Course
and Conference (IRCOBI/IEI) was held in
Dublin, Ireland, 9-11 September 1996. The
program was devoted to the biomechanics of

impact as well as injury mechanisms,
biomechanics, and vehicle worthiness.

*

Mobility and Safety International and
Interdisciplinary Solutions; Vienna, 12-14
May 1997. (Further details: Mobility and
Safety, c/o ICOS Congress, Organisation
Service GmbH, Johanesgasse 14, A-1010
Vienna, Austria.)

*

4th World Conference on Injury Prevention
and Control, Amsterdam, 17-20 May 1998.
(Further details: Box 1558, 6501 BN
Nijmegen, The Netherlands; fax + 31 24360
1159.)

*

5th International Conference on Product
Safety Research, Barcelona 15-16 April,
1997. (Further details: ECOSA Secretariat,
PO Box 75169, NL-1070AD Amsterdam; fax
+31 20511 4511.)

*

Second European Forum on Quality Imp-
rovement in Health Care will be held in Paris,
France on 24-26 April 1996. (Further details:
BMA Conference Unit, PO Box 295, London
WC1H 9TE; tel: +44 (0) 171 383 6478; fax:
+44 (0) 171 383 6869.)

MORE WEB
SITES

Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
http://www.hwysafety.org

*

To subscribe to trauma-list mailing list: send
an email message to: majordomo@ftech.co.
uk and write 'subscribe trauma-list' as the
first line in the body of the message.

InterNet Health Resources
http ://www.arcade.uiowa.edu/hardin-www/
md.html (for text based users)
http://lynx.ffhcrc.org/- cbynum/proflinx.html
(for Netscape 2.0 users)

MedWeb:Public Health
http://www.cc.emory.edu/WHSCL/medweb.
ph.html

*

The Global Health Network
http://www.pitt.edu/HOME/GHNet/GH
Net.html

*

The World-Wide Web Virtual Library:
Epidemiology
http://www.epibiostat.ucsf.edu/epidem/epi
dem.html
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