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NEWS AND
NOTES

Child Safety News - eight years old!

This marvellous publication by Jan Shield is
now entering its eighth year. In the last issue
publications from other journals are reviewed
under various headings. We were pleased to
note that several are papers published in
Injury Prevention, including one of our clas-
sics - that by Stina Sandels. Child Safety
News comes from the Royal Children's Hos-
pital Safety Centre, Flemington Road, Parvi-
Ile 3052, Victoria, Australia. Available for
$A32 (overseas rate). E-mail: safety@cryp-
tic,rch.unimelb.edu.au.

Repeal of federal spped limits
Despite opposition from safety groups a new
bill recently passed in the US permits states
to establish their own speed limits, effectively
increasing these limits to 70 mph in at least
nine states. It is estimated that the repeal of
the 55 mph limit will result in a loss of 6400
lives. Another part of the bill proposes to
abolish penalties against states that have not
passed motorcycle helmet laws. In a further
backward step, the bill establishes a pilot
program to exempt small trucks from federal
safety regulations despite the fact that these
trucks are involved in 1400 deaths annually.

Using the media creatively
Following the publication of the report on
strangulation by Altmann and Nolan in our
June 1995 issue, there was considerable
media attention. Its publication coincided
with the launch of a practical information
parenting kit for Victorian families, prepared
by the Health and Community Services
Department. The kit - Starting Early for
Healthy Children - was produced after
research showed that families wanted accessi-
ble, easy to read information to help ease
some of the confusion parents deal with. The
kit includes tip sheets on children's health
and safety as well as where to get further
information. The Health and Community
Services' Assistant Director ofPublic Health,
Mr Geoff Lavender, said that children's
safety was of great concern to the department
and was a major focus of the state's injury
pevention strategy, Taking Injury Prevention
Forward. In their Injury Prevention paper,
Altmann and Nolan described 42 children
who died from asphyxiation due to upper
airway interference between 1985 to 1994.

Surveillance and prevention
In the 25th issue ofHazard (December 1995)
(the newsletter of the Australian Victorian
Injury Surveillance System, VISS), the lead
article reviews how injury surveillance is
translated to prevention. Examples from
previous issues, ranging from dog bites to
in-line skating injuries, are summarized and
progress on selected issues is reviewed. Of
particular interest is the introduction of spill
resistant mugs to prevent scalds; promoting
the need for legislation for self extinguishing
cigarettes; a child resistant matchbox; pro-
moting a ban on babywalkers or mandating
changes in their design. (Editor's note: readers
involved in surveillance systems are strongly
urged to obtain copies of this issue. It is of
enormous value.) Further details: VISS, Bldg
70, Accident Research Centre, Monash
University, Clayton, Victoria, Australia
3168.

Tractors and escalator injuries
The September 1995 issue ofHazardfeatures
data on these product related injuries. Five of
the 25 cases of tractor related deaths in a two
year period involved children three ofwhom
were passengers. Forty per cent ofthe injuries
involve the head and face. The report recom-
mends that children not ride on tractors; that
activities be appropriate to their age and that
there be constant adult supervision; that there
be designated, preferably fenced, play areas;
and that children not be permitted to play in
farm work areas. Many serious injuries are
also related to escalators, which, for children,
are often the result of riding unsupervised,
prams and trolleys used on moving escalators,
not holding onto the handrail, not standing
between the yellow lines or walking. Legs
(34%) and head and face (24%) are the body
parts most frequently involved, usually fol-
lowing falls, slips, or trips. An especially
sobering note in this report is a graph showing
that the actual rate of escalator injuries for all
ages has increased sharply since 1991.

The latest on safe cars
The December issue of Status Report, from
the US Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety notes that the most crashworthy car is
the Ford Taurus and that this reflects a
complete redesign of the 1996 model.
Another feature in this issue is that new safety
standards related to head impact protection
and door latches, could prevent 1500 deaths
and injuries each year in the former case and
13 in the latter. Unfortunately, neither will
take effect until after 1997. Other articles in
the report again warn parents of air bag
dangers to children in rear facing safety seats
or those who are unbelted or improperly
belted.

Poster sponsored by Harborview Injury Prevention
and Research Center.

Autobahn speed limits
Also in the December Status Report is a

comparison of death rates per 100 million
miles on US interstate highways and German
Autobahns, the latter being wrongly thought
by many to have no speed limits. In fact,
O'Neill points out that nearly half(41 %) have
temporary or permanent speed limits and
notes that during all but four years since 1975

the death rate on the autobahn has been
higher than on US interstates. 'It is time for
speed enthusiasts to put this argument away.
What they say about autobahns isn't true, and
it never was'.

Injury among 15 to 29 year old males
This is the title of a report by Jerry Moller
appearing in the December issue of the Aust-
ralian Injury Prevention Bulletin. In what
seems a reprise of statements made about
young children, Moller observes, 'It is appar-
ent that as some young men develop,
exposures to new hazards come more rapidly
than the skills to manage them'. He conc-
ludes, 'Unlike children who can be accessed
through child health services or schools ...

young people ... of highest risk of injury are
also the hardest to reach'. (Editor's note:
NISU, the sponsors of this publication, are
now on the WWW and a copy of Moller's
paper can be obtained from http://
www.nisu.flinders,edu.au/welcome.htrnl.)

What's in a name?
The Canadian Injury Prevention Found-
ation, described in an earlier issue, has
changed its name to SmartRisk Foundation.
In Heads Up, its regular publication, the
foundation's executive director, Dr Robert
Conn, says, 'The new name . . . more
accurately reflects what the foundation is all
about. It makes an unmistakable connection
in people's minds about our basic premise ...
to encourage Canadians to be smart about
risk; to 'move people into a mind set of
appreciating, calculating and managing risk'.
Its official ambassadors are 'Snowbirds',
Canada's aerobatic team who specialize in
precision flying. (Editor's note: something
about this makes me uneasy but I have
difficulty putting my finger on it. Reactions
from others?) Heads Up also highlights a list
of 12 steps to bringing the HEROES mul-
timedia programme, aimed at teenagers, to a
community. It appears HEROES, created by
the indomitable Louis Fransecutti, has been
updated, revamped, and remodelled.
(Editor's note: I believe HEROES also re-
mains to be formally evaluated.)

CCSN Online
Heads Up includes an excellent description of
CCSN Online the Canadian Children's
Safety Network electronic mail and bulletin
board system from which much of the
material in these columns originates. There
are now nearly 150 persons who connect
regularly or occasionally to CCSN to
exchange information about child safety.

Not without batteries
A recent apartment fire in Montreal killed a
mother and her 18 month infant. Although
the cause has not yet been determined,
firemen discovered a smoke detector on the
premises. Sadly, there were no batteries. A
provincial by-law requires smoke detectors in
all such premises; it is evident it intends them
to be functional but personal experience sug-
gests that inspectors, when they actually
inspect, are unlikely to penalize offenders.

Lawsuit over.toddler bed safety
A large furniture manufacturer has had two
lawsuits totalling $2 5 million (US) filed
against his firm by the US Department of
Justice on behalf of the Consumer Product
Safety Commission. Dorel Industries has
been accused of failing to report potential
safety problems with two models of toddler
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News amd Notes

beds built in 1992 and discontinued at the end
of 1993. The suits allege there were 25
instances of children being trapped in the
footboard or headboards of certain models.
The statute requires companies to file a report
when it is aware of injury or death caused by
one of its products.

Dangerous toy necklaces
An article in the October issue of Annals of
Emergency Medicine (N Chin and SD Berns)
describes a 2 year old who nearly died when
she accidentally hanged herself with a
popular toy necklace that snagged on a
horizontal bar of her swing seat. The authors
indicate that hanging is rare in infants and
usually occurs during play. Some necklaces
examined by the researchers include small
warning labels that they should not be used
by children under 3 years ofage. This one had
no such label. The authors recommended that
manufacturers improve their warning labels
or redesign such necklaces with a safety
release mechanism that would allow the
string to break when subjected to pressure.

Disney recalls children's books
Walt Disney Co is voluntarily recalling all
nine of its Squeeze Me board books (21
million) because they represent potential
choking hazards for small children. The
Disney Publishing Group has learned the
clear, plastic laminate film on the book covers
can be peeled off and could harm children
(Reuter, The Toronto Star, 2 November
1995).

Parents of drowned children sue Hydro
Quebec
Parents of two children drowned in Quebec
last summer are suing Hydro Quebec (and
others) on the grounds that they were negli-
gent in not posting signs that a dam upstream
of a campsite posed a danger to swimmers.
The water rose without warning after the
valves had been released while the children
were swimming and the current carried them
downstream.

Prevention of firearm deaths
In light of the recent tragic slaying of school-
children in Scotland, a recent policy state-
ment by the Canadian Pediatric Society's
Adolescent Medicine Committee, urges: that
all firearms be registered; that there be fur-
ther restrictions on handguns; that strict
standards for storage of firearms be enforced;
and that gun owners be taught the risks a gun
in the home presents.

Air bag danger reminders
The British Columbia Automobile Associa-
tion, in collaboration with other groups (in-
cluding our new editorial board member, Joss
Pedder's Rona Kinetics), have issued danger
reminder decals to be placed in the front
passenger areas of cars equipped with air
bags. (See also the advisory issued by the US
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
(November 1995) on this topic, 'Air bags save
lives but can pose some risks especially to
infants, young children') Further details are
also provided in the 3 February issue of
Status Report (Vol 31, No 1), which notes
that 'most medical successes often carry
adverse side effects'. Another section on the
problem reports the results of a recent survey
indicating that 'a majority of parents who
have infants 12 months or younger and who
transport them in vehicles with passenger air
bags were aware of the dangers . . .'.

Seat belts in buses
'Seat belts in buses have, for too long, been at
the bottom of the "too hard" basket'. So
begins a leader in The Age, an Australian
daily, published just after the conclusion of
the conference in Melbourne. The thrust of
the editorial is that this is an idea whose time
'may well have come'. It notes that the
overriding obstacle is money. Moreover,
some argue that more children's lives are lost
at bus stops than in transit. Given the pride-
of-place the state of Victoria holds as the first
to enforce the use of seat belts in cars, it is not
surprising to find this proposal being pro-
moted there. The leader concludes that
whatever steps are taken 'they should cont-
ribute to ... a situation in which we will look
back and marvel at the age when seat belts
were not standing fittings in all vehicles'. The
editorial was prompted by a crash of a bus
carrying 57 children, 7 to 18. It veered out of
control when two cars tried to overtake it,
crossed an irrigation canal, and came to a rest
against a tree.

Helmet use and seat belt rates in Quebec
Among those 5 to 9 years, helmet use has risen
from 35° in 1993 to 52"0 in 1995, and for
those 10 to 14 years, the corresponding
figures are 1100 to 1700. Interestingly, a
comparison of five regions in the province
shows a threefold variation, from I 1 00 in one
to 350 0 in another (for all ages). Seat belt rates
continue to rise: from 89 20 in 1993, to
90-40o in 1995. Even rear seat passengers are
impressively 'belted': 50 500.

Dangerous dressers (chest of drawers/
bureau)
One day after the deputy coroner of Ontario
(Canada) issued a warning that there were
5000 dressers in the US and Canada that were
dangerous because of their propensity to tip
over, a 2 year old in Missisauga died of
asphyxia when one of these lightweight
dressers fell onto her. The coroner has asked
the Product Safety Branch to consider impos-
ing standards that address this problem (The
only furniture standard is that the paint not
contain lead.) Parents with lightweight
dressers were advised to keep heavy objects
out of the top drawers; fasten the dresser to
the wall; change the draw rails so they don't
open easily; or stop using the dresser. Several
model numbers were quoted, but the concern
seems to be the lightweight quality/potential
tipover of any brand of children's bedroom
furniture. The US Consumer Product Safety
Commission has issued similar warnings
(Toronto Star, 24 January 1996).

Playground strangulation
A 4 year old was found strangled on a
skipping rope tied to the top of a slide on a
playground. It has since been recommended
that more supervision is needed; that cell-
phones should be taken by day care staffwhen
children are on such outings; that playground
equipment display an age appropriateness
label; and that a safety video be made.
(Editor's note: which of these counter-
measures do you believe would be most
effective?) A related article (Toronto Star, 24
January 1996) added that outdoor safety
training taught to future day care workers
only comprises four to six hours of a 64 hour
program. Skipping ropes are not on the
curriculum.

Warning issued for lighters
Canadian consumers were warned not to use
C-Lites or Liberty Lites child resistant dis-
posable lighters. Liberty Lites is stamped on
one side of a metal shield and the word
SNAPLOC is stamped on the other side.
Both lighters exhibited sudden increases in
flame height and failed other hazardous prod-
ucts regulations (CP, Globe and Mail, 25
January 1996).

Jumpsuit and dress recall: dangerous
buttons
A recall notice has been issued in Canada for
'Real Clothes' jumpsuit and dress because on
both, the covered buttons are not securely
fastened to the anchor and as a result, the
buttons may separate and pose a choking
hazard to young children.

New Zealand's first National Child
Safety Week
As described in more detail in this issue's
featured programme, Safekids in New Zea-
land will conduct its first ever child safety
awareness week in September 1996. Other
deails are given in Safekids News (Issue 2,
January 1996). The organization now has a
corporate partner, Panadol (SmithKline
Beecham). The newsletter highlights a
nationwide campaign aimed at keeping todd-
lers from toppling out of supermarket
trolleys, noting that many British super-
market chains include harnesses in their
trolleys, and that some provide special park-
ing spaces for parents with young children.
Also featured is the on-going struggle to bring
tap water temperatures down; progress on
child resistant closures; and new steps to
improve pedestrian safety. Further inform-
ation: Safekids, Level 6, Starship Children's
Health, Park Road, Graffton, Private Bag 92
024, Auckland, New Zealand.

.,

Poster sponsored by Harborview Injury Prevention and Research Center.
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Further evidence that seat belts work
A recent issue of IPRC News (from the
University ofNorth Carolina Injury Preven-
tion Research Centre) (1966; 8: 1) describes a
study by Margolis showing 'a 42% decline in
percentage of children who died or were
seriously injured in crashes following imple-
mentation in 1985 of state laws mandating the
use of seat belts for all front seat passengers'.
Other items of interest in this issue deal with
sports injuries and farm hazards. Further
details: IPRC News, Chase Hall, CB 7505,
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7505, USA.

Tips for summer safety from SAFE
KIDS
The US National SAFE KIDS Campaign
media team has issued a series of media
releases dealing with summer safety- traffic
injuries, drownings, fire and bums, firearm
injuries, falls, poisonings, and emergency
response. Also from SAFE KIDS, in Cam-
paign Update (Winter 1996; 9: 1) is a report
stating that a popular TV sit-com, Dave's
World, will air a special episode that will carry
a childhood injury prevention message. Other
items include the announcement ofa new bike
helmet video aimed at 10-14 year olds; a
report on a session with Ann Brown, Chair-
man of the Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission, which she answered questions from
coalition leaders; the receipt of another
$800 000 from the GM settlement that will be
used to purchase child safety seats for needy
families. Of particular interest is a page
entitled 'Public Policy Progress' that high-
lights bike helmet and smoke detector laws,
air bags, the need for carbon monoxide detec-
tor research, school bus safety, and fire
prevention. Five coalitions have been
awarded grants to promote falls prevention.
Further details: Laura Bos, National SAFE
KIDS Campaign, 111 Michigan Avenue,
NW, Washington, DC 20010-2970, USA.

Tools and materials available
The January 1996 issue of CSN Notes (from
the Children's Safety Network in the US)
highlights tools and materials developed by a
variety of collaborators to promote child
safety. Also enclosed is the Directory of
Faculty and Courses in Injury and Violence
Prevention (available at cost) and a newsletter
ofthe State and Territorial Injury Prevention
Directors' Association (STIPDA). The latter
includes an article addressing the need for a
pickup truck ban for children and the effect of
budget cuts on poison control centers. For
more details from CSN - Children's Safety
Network National Injury and Violence
Prevention Resource Center, EDC, 55 Chap-
el Street, Newton, MA 02158-1060, USA or
csn@edc.org.

Childhood injury: cost and prevention
facts
This folder includes 10 fact sheets on topics
ranging from car occupants, speed limits,
gunshot wounds, bike helmets, poison cont-
rol centers, counselling, etc. An invaluable
collection of material, elegantly prepared,
issued by Children's Safety Network
Economics and Insurance Resource Center,
assembled by Ted R Miller, PhD, Director,
National Public Services Research Institute,
8201 Corporate Drive, Suite 220, Landover,
MD 20785, USA.

New Zealand Fact Sheet - dangers to
child pedestrians
One ofthe fact sheets from the Injury Preven-
tion Research Centre (Department of Com-

munity Health, School of Medicine, Univer-
sity of Auckland, Private Bag 92 019 Auck-
land, NZ) focuses on dangers to child pedest-
rians, including driveway risks, parked
vehicles, speeds above 40 km/h, lower
socioeconomic group, single parent families,
limited access to services. A related publica-
tion (Road Vehicle Injury) includes e-mail
addresses for experts on motorcycle injuries,
child pedestrian injury, etc.

Physical activity and safety
Safety Canada, the publication ofthe Canada
Safety Council (Winter 1996; 40: 1) notes that
'the number of sports related "accidents"
exceeded all other classifications ... represen-
ting an estimated economic cost ... of at least
$1 8 billion per year'. It goes on to point out
that regular physical exercise improves
balance and muscle tone, thus helping avoid
injuries and speeding recovery. Correctly, the
article concludes that it is a dilemma for the
health care system. It is precisely such dilem-
mas that good research should help resolve,
but the funding for such research is almost
non-existent.

Happy birthday: Emergency Medical
Service for Children
A recent newsletter, EMSC News (1995; 8: 4)
announces that this is the 10th anniversary of
the EMSC program. EMSC News includes a
summary of web site addresses of interest to
those in the field; a description ofthe program
in Alaska; the Washington State Drowning
Prevention Project - spurred by the obser-
vation that the child drowning rate is not
decreasing as is others; an update from the
National Resource Center. Further details:
National EMSC Resource Alliance, Research
and Education Institute Harbor-UCLA,
1124 West Carson Street, Bldg N-7, Tor-
rance, CA 90502, USA.

Pictogram research in progress
The UK's Department of Trade and Indus-
try has commissioned the Department of
Manufacturing Engineering at the University
ofNottingham to study safety related pictog-
rams on consumer products. The work,
which is being led by Beverly Norris and
Sarah Davies, comprises a review of the
literature on the effectiveness ofpictograms, a
survey of the symbols in use and a limited
user trial. Initial findings illustrate the com-
plexity of the issue, the large number of
pictograms in use, and the lack of consensus
among researchers on their effectiveness in
terms of compliance with safety wamings.
Further details: Beverly Norris, Department
ofManufacturing Engineering, University of
Nottingham, Nottingham NG7 2RD, UK.
Tel: +44 115 951 4039, fax: +44 115 951
4000.

Teen driver behavior and fatal crashes
A report from the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) in the US
notes that over 70% of fatal crashes involving
15-20 year olds were the result of driver
behaviors such as failing to stay in the proper
lane, running off the road, or driving too fast.
Thus car crashes remain the leading cause of
death in this age group,' although, impor-
tantly, alcohol involvement in these fatalities
has declined significantly between 1984 and
1994. Still, it remains a factor in one third of
crashes in this age group (NHTSA, Traffic
Safety Facts, 1994).

California EMS Authority
This group have developed a pedestrian
safety plan, with support from NHTSA. It

has also sponsored a training program for
emergency medical technicians in the basics
of injury prevention. It hosted a Data in
Injury Prevention Conference for local EMS
agency personnel and a resource guide. Fur-
ther details contact: Dr Joseph Morales, + 1
916 322 4336 ext 318, in Califomia.

Medical alert- rear facing restraint for
small child passengers
The University of Michigan Transportation
Research Institute Research Review
(April-June 1995, Vol 25, No 5) issued a
detailed discussion ofthe problems associated
with these restraints. Although this issue has
been brought to the attention of readers
previously, this is a detailed review by Kath-
leen Weber, project director of the Child
Passenger Protection Research Program.
Further details (and copies): MTRI, 2901
Baxter Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2150,
USA.

Trauma One
Trauma One, featuring real life nurses,
patients, doctors, families, successes, failures,
blood, sweat and tears, aired on many
American TV stations last February. This
was ER and Chicago Hope rolled into one,
showing the inner sanctum of Houston's Ben
Taub General Hospital's Trauma Center. If
the pilot was well received, Trauma One may
be repeated and could help the public app-
reciate the tragedy of preventable injuries.

Troo the Traumaroo
This kangaroo-ish creature is the logo the
American Trauma Society uses for its Bicycle
Safety Activity Book - a find the hidden
words, connect the dots, color me in type of
publication. (Editor's note: it would be inter-
esting and useful to assess its effectiveness.)

Youths' drinking, accidents dip
Young people are drinking less and having
fewer motor vehicle accidents, factors that
have reduced the overall accident rate in
Canada. Between 1989 and 1993, the rate
among 15 to 24 year old males fell from 655
per thousand to 514. While it's still the
highest rate of any age group, sports injuries
overtook car crashes as the leading cause of
accidents in that high risk group. Together,
accidents account for 750o of young adult
deaths. Graduated licences, better car
engineering, and less drinking may all have
had an effect on the falling accident rate, the
report from Statistics Canada said. As well,
drinking and driving campaigns have reduced
the number of impaired driving charges by
one third ih the past decade. 'Random spot
checks, combined with more rigorous
enforcement of speed limits and educational
programs, may have changed attitudes about
the acceptability of drinking and driving', the
agency said. Matt Evans, head of Ontario
Students Against Impaired Driving, said he
doesn't believe young people are drinking
less, but they being more responsible about it.
'They're leamings it's dangerous', he said, 'I
don't think the death factor scares them- it's
getting caught'. 'They're listening to the
message and it's having an effect', said Lisa
Waywell, adminstrator of MADD (Mothers
Against Drunk Driving, Canada).
An estimated 3-9 million Canadians 15 and

older had at least one accident last year, the
report said. Motor vehicle and sports
accidents each accounted for 27% work
accidents for 21% and home accidents for
14% (Elaine Carey, Toronto Star, 21
November 1995).
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